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Spiritual Enrichment Continues
ThiS Summer By Rev. Julie Sheridan-Smith

Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise... One generation commends your
works to another, they tell of your mighty acts. ~ (Psalm 145:3-4)

Asyou read this, Confirmation Sunday and our special Celebration Sunday, with some incredible
music from Chancel Choir and Jubilation Ringers, have happened. If you feel as I do, then your heart
is full! You will see later in the Columns the information parents and mentors wrote about the seven
young people we journeyed with this year. If you were unable to be here that day, I recommend you
listen to the livestream of the May 17 Worship Service as the “sermon” was a compilation of things
they wrote in their faith statements. To hear them, is to affirm HOPE.

Now, we look ahead to Children and Youth Sunday on June 7 at 10:00 am. Each year the Sunday
School classes each prepare something special to present. Our youth will offer up some of their
music; scholarships will be awarded; and we will recognize our graduating seniors — again a morning
you won't want to miss. (And, of course, we celebrate them with ice cream on Ridge Court following
the Worship Service.)

Our summer schedule begins on June 14, with one service at 10:00 am. We will hear from Luke’s
gospel about Jesus sending out his disciples, and we will commission our Mission Team to go “out”
on June 15 to paint, clean, and clear trails at our church camp in Mt. Morris before its season begins.
(Church camp in July is where many of our youth have what they call “the best week of the year.”) I
am especially excited about the All Boards Lunch and Meeting after worship on June 14. Each board
will review, reflect, look forward, and have intentional conversations about where or what God is
sending us into for the upcoming year.

Our summer months bring us a wonderful variety of guest vocalist/musicians, while the Chancel
Choir takes a pause. A one-room Sunday School for children is planned, and worship bags with
activities are on hand for little ones who remain in worship.

June also kicks off the first of our Wednesday “Midday Music and Lunch” series (see dates and
details), with Early Morning Rain vocal trio. It is an hour to enjoy a variety of music and meet old and
new friends while lunching.

Later in June , delegate Hank Collis and I will attend our National Association of Congregational
.| Christian Churches Annual Meeting and Conference in Massachusetts — bringing with us hand-

" knitted hats and scarves and self care items donated by the Board of Benevolence to the NACCC'’s
Intergenerational Mission project for Seafarers Friends. You will be hearing from us about what we
learn during meetings and from speakers. Which reminds me: Ann Harris, Tonia Wallner, and I,

k  along with several other First Church members, attended our Wisconsin Congregational Association
meeting in May. We heard from a number of presentations on church technology and safety. Helpful
and inspiring. By the way, as Hank Collis completes the second of a three-year Lay Ministry Training
program, he has been licensed by our Deacons as a Lay Minister. One of his first acts was to offer The
Lord’s Supper to those at Communion and Chat at Harwood Place in May. Thank you, Hank.
, Looking forward to July: there will be a hymn sing on July S, two more Midday Music

| opportunities on July 8 and 29, and our youth head to church camp July12-17. Consider writing a
letter and/or sending a card to them.

And, if you know anything about us, you know that additional opportunities seem to keep
_ bubbling up to engage with groups such as Women’s Ministry (Tuesdays) and Men’s Ministry
(Wednesdays). Do you have an interest you would like to share with others, favorite summer books to
read, topical conversations... Let’s talk about it.

Meet up with friends for a labyrinth walk at Hartung Park on Thursday, July 9 and 30, at 6:30 pm.
It is a time to “walk out” your thoughts and prayers, and experience a calming centering. Also, “Good

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF Vibes” continues each Tuesday at 5:30 pm in the upstairs Parlor: time for quiet meditation, sharing
19050 Wo[0) (€39 :(eXV N (NN 18) @88  inspirations, and praying for concerns entered in the prayer book outside the Chapel. Come, invite a
IN WAUWATOSA friend to join you. Itis good.
With Hope, Julie
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Worship
& Discovery

Women'’s Ministry

Men'’s Ministry

Tuesdays, June 2", 9", 16" & 23"
July 7%, 14™, 21¢, ¢ 28"
from 8-9°" in the Library

Feel free to join the group any Tuesday,
from 8:00™™ to 9:00°™ in the Lounge, as we grow
in our knowledge and the expression of our
faith. For more information about the current
book or study in which we are engaged, contact

Patty Reddy at Patreddywauwatosa@gmail.com.

All are welcome! Come when you can.

Quiet the Mind and
Listen to the Spirit:
Walk the Labyrinth

Take a few hours this summer to transcend
the usual chaos and focus on your spiritual self.

Join Rev. Julie Sheridan-Smith in walking
the labyrinth at Hartung Park on Thursday,
July 9" and July 30™ at 6:30°™.

You are encouraged to bring a lawn or
camp chair for contemplation and conversation
following the walk.

Hartung Park is at the corner of
Menomonee River Parkway and Keefe. Follow
the short path south to the labyrinth.

Discovery Hour
& Adult Education

Both Discovery Hour and Adult Education
are on hiatus for the summer and will return in
September.

Wednesdays, June 3, 10™, 17"¢» 24™
July 1% 8", 15%, 227 ¢ 29"
from 9-10°" in Friendship Lounge

This summer we are continuing our faith

journey with some in-depth reading of the Bible.

We are currently reading the book Beginnings
from the IMMERSE Bible Reading Experience.
Beginnings is the first five books of the Bible
(Genesis through Deuteronomy), known as the
Pentateuch or the Torah in the Jewish Bible.
These books use the New Language Translation
(NLT) of the Bible and read more like a story
than a traditional Bible. Other books we have
read include Messiah (the New Testament in its
entirety), which is also part of the IMMERSE
Bible Reading Experience. We meet every
Wednesday at 9*™ in LL2. Please join us for
lively discussions and fellowship. Contact me
through the Church Office if you have any
questions. We'd love to have you join us.

Blessings to all!

Hank Collis

Operating Statement Summary
Year to Date as of April 2026

2026 2025
Pledge base received 31.0% 33.0%
Pledge Income $194,985 $179,844
Total Income $282,024 $264,130
Total Expense $222,961 $195,883
Net Income $59,063 $68,247

Detailed financials available in the office

the service begins at 10:00™.

Mychale Thomas

Mark Your Calendars for Summer Worship

Beginning Sunday, June 14", First Church switches to our summer schedule of one worship
service. Specifically, the 8:00*™ Worship in the Chapel goes on hiatus for the summer and resumes
its regular schedule on Rally Sunday, September 13™.

Worship in the Sanctuary will continue throughout the summer, but (unlike previous summers),

Sunday School also continues during the summer months, switching to a “one-room school”
format on June 14®. (Children ages 4 through entering 6 grade will be together.)
We'll remind you as we get closer to June 14™.
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Out of Sight...Top of Mind! Get to Know the Folks Who Make Sunday School Go

By Ann Steinmetz Harris, Moderator

Roxanne Trump-Miles
Roxanne, our Junior Choir Director, serves as an extra teacher
with the kindergarten and first grade Sunday School children. She’s
a retired teacher who sometimes helps at Curtis Strange Elementary
School in Kenosha, subbing for her former colleagues. Roxanne
currently serves on the Care Board and enjoys helping with our
Communion & Chat services, provided once a month for First
Church members and other
residents at Harwood Place.

Barb Dunham

Barb loves working with
the kids in Faith Finders,
cooking their favorite meals at
once-a-month gatherings and
helping Tonia with activities
for the evening. She’s a back-up
for Sunday School teachers and assists staff during Vacation Bible
School. Barb shared that working in the kitchen helping kids make
snacks for other children “has been a blast!” Not only is it fun, but
it helps the kids learn to make things for others and serve others
before themselves.

Jon Stern

Jon is a high school History teacher and
started teaching Sunday School over 20 years
ago when his kids were in 3-4th grade. He now
supports Tonia in shepherding PF (grades 6-12)
and has found that the older kids appreciate a safe |
space in which they can share, ask questions and
dig deeply into the spiritual meaning of life experiences.

Jennifer Wakefield

Jennifer’s Congregational Church “family
tree” stretches back almost to the Mayflower (five
generations, to be more accurate). She taught
Sunday School for a long stint and now fills in as
needed to help the teachers. In addition to serving
on First Church boards and committees, Jennifer J
has cooked for Faith Finders, helped with the Christmas Workshop
and had the best time ever! joining the Mission Team in 202S.

P.S. Next time you greet one of our teachers, remember the
“Knock-Knock” joke from the May issue and say, “I'm Gladys can be
that you teach Sunday School!”

I look forward to sharing more in the coming months about
others on our Sunday School team.

June 17 ~ Early Morning Rain, vocal trio
Chuck Graupner, Greg Johnson, and Tesha Urban perform the

July 8 ~ Kevin Kostick, jazz pianist
Kevin has played piano in various venues and settings-solo, trios,
quartets, and vocal accompaniment-performing jazz standards
and originals.

July 29 ~ Scotland Nicholson, flutist
Scotland was a member of Milwaukee Youth Symphony
Orchestra and traveled to Belgium and the Netherlands with
MYSO’s Senior Symphony. A senior at Carroll University, he
majors in music education/flute performance. Scotland has
won the Carroll University Concerto Competition.

August 19 ~ Anthony Andronczyk, vocalist
Anthony is tenor section leader and soloist at First Church. He’s
a member of Milwaukee Symphony Chorus, Bel Canto Chorus,
and Aperi Animam. He earned his BFA in Versatile Voice from
UW-Milwaukee and sings in multiple styles-from opera and
musical theatre to funk, Motown and jazz.

Rhonda Kwiecien, pianist
Director of Music and Keyboard Artist at First Congregational
Church, Rhonda is also lead collaborative pianist and organist at
Carroll College in Waukesha.

Midday Music & Lunch on Wednesdays

Music at 12 noon in the Sanctuary
Lunch at 12:45" will be available for eatmg in or takmg out, cost is $5

music of Peter, Paul, and Mary, as well as other singer/songwriters.

§ Anthony Andronczyk Rhonda Kwiecien

# Scotla;ld Niéholson

Invite friends, family, and co-workers
for a truly entertaining and memorable lunch break!
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JUSTrrYOUTH

June/July 2026

Summer Sunday School
Begins Sunday, June 14™ for ages 4 - entering 6th grade

Children who have completed grades 6 and up are encouraged to
remain in church with their families.

Children, Youth
& Education Sunday

June 7% during the 10:00°™ worship service
Our Sunday School classes will be preparing special
presentations to share with the congregation, and they are looking
forward to celebrating this wonderful day with all of you. Our
Junior Choir will sing, and our middle and high school youth
will serve as readers, ushers, and greeters. We will be celebrating
another successful year of youth programming as we move on to the
summer ahead. Our youth are asked to arrive at least 15 minutes
early on the 7%, and there will also be a rehearsal for the Sunday
School classes immediately after worship on Sunday, May 31*. On
Sunday, May 24®, there is NO Sunday School.
Join us on Ridge Court following this special workship
service for our annual Ice Cream Social.
Enjoy a wide variety of ice cream novelties.

Summer Sunday School begins on June 14™. Summer Sunday
School is for children ages 4 through entering 6™ grade, so those
who have completed grades 6 and up will to remain in church
with their families. Looking ahead, Rally Sunday will take place on
September13™. Iwould like to invite anyone interested in teaching
for the first time, or if you would like to lend a hand with our youth,
please contact me: tonia@firstchurchtosa.org

Vacation Blble School (VBS)

Join Our Buddies ‘ ) Tia
. ‘qyu .”"’

Casper

August 10™-14t% « 9-12NOON

Beneath a canopy of chattering birds and howling monkeys, kids
plunge into a lifelong adventure of discovering the nature of God.
They’ll explore what it means to be rooted in relationship with God,
their creator, a safe place in life’s storms.

Faith Finders & Youth Meet-Ups

We’ll have fun gatherings this summer. Watch for dates.

S WI T‘,
<

FCC Mission Trip june 14#-18%  ° ="

Due to unforeseen circumstances, Hosanna
Industries will no longer be able to accommodate our
group in June. While we are disappointed, we created
amore “local” service plan for our group, which I
know will be both meaningful and fun. On Sunday, 2026
June 14th, our team will be commissioned during Worship and will
serve in the liturgist and usher roles. On Monday the 15th, we will
depart for Mt. Morris Camp & Conference Center. We will spend
Monday and Tuesday working on the campgrounds, from clearing
trails to painting benches and picnic tables. We will work on any
projects that will help Mt. Morris be ready for the camp season. We
will return to Wauwatosa on Wednesday the 17th, drop our bags off
at FCC, grab lunch, and head to St. Vincent’s Crossroads Facility to
prepare and serve dinner from 2:00-6:30pm. We will return to FCC
for dinner, devotions, and then a lock-in. We are finalizing plans
for a morning service project at a local non-profit organization for
Thursday and will finish up around lunch time.

WCA Camp july 12-18" VST NSy
The Wisconsin Congregational Association =
(WCA) summer camp will be held at Mt. Morris
Camp & Conference Center, located near
Wautoma, WI, from Sunday, July 12-Saturday, July *
18. Camp is for youth who have completed WCA
grades 3 through 12.

Who can come to camp?
« Mini Kamp - completing grades 3-5 in the spring of 2025.
« Junior High — completing grades 6-8 in the spring of 2025.
« Senior High — completing grades 9-12 in the spring of 2025.
You don’t have to be an official Congregationalist to come to
camp! Friends from other denominational backgrounds are always
welcome. However, please understand that this is a Christian camp,
and the program and activities will reflect that tradition.
What do you do at camp?

o Faith — worship & singing, small group discussion, campfires,

cabin devotions, Bible study, communion, personal reflection
« Fellowship - star-gazing, nature hikes, organized activities,

free time, games, deck party
o Fun - swimming, volleyball, arts & crafts, soccer,

ultimate Frisbee, disc golf

What will we learn?

A mid-July week at camp is the perfect time to enjoy a bunch of
goofy, water-oriented games and challenges with fun-loving friends
and counselors. And, of course, the Bible is packed with lots of
water-oriented stories, too. So dive into some of those as we sing,
play, pray, and discuss our way through a fantastic week!




Statements of the

viar o 2926 Confirmands

This year, Rev. Sheridan-Smith, Chip, and Tonia
worked with a wonderful group of seven teens, starting
with a retreat focused on group bonding, answering the
questions “Who Is God?” and “Who Am I?”, and getting
more comfortable with the Bible. Throughout the year,
time was spent discussing the sacraments, prayer, and
discipleship, along with Congregationalism and FCC
history. Our Covenant teens also studied the Gospel of
Mark, reading it each week with Chip and then answering
questions in their journals to share at the following
meeting. The final phase of the journey involved each
Confirmand writing a personal faith statement, and
their mentors were part of this important process. The
statements are so thoughtful, and the teens shared their faith in such
a genuine way.

Confirmation Sunday was held on May 17th, and we wanted to
introduce you to these awesome young people and have you get to
know them better. Here are some thoughts about each of our new
Confirmands, written by their parents and mentors.

Grace Burns, daughter of Bladen and Julia Burns

We are incredibly proud of the accomplished, intellectually
curious, and loving young woman Grace has become. We are
standing here today because of her initiative and passion to grow
in her faith. She wanted to come back to First Church to attend
covenant class and be confirmed into the faith community where
she found much happiness as a little girl in Sunday school, children’s
lessons, and junior choir. Grace may be petite in stature, but her
beautiful smile and outgoing personality fill every room she enters.
She makes friends wherever she goes because she has a gift of putting
people at ease. From a young age, Grace’s adventurous spirit has
led her to embrace new pathways and tackle new challenges, and we
know she will flourish in her new high school in London next year.

From Carrie Sgarlata, Mentor — It has been an absolute delight to get
to know Grace even better this past year as I served as her mentor. I
have known Grace since she was a baby, and as I watched her grow,
observed Grace to always be wise beyond her years. She is confident,
independent, thoughtful, humble, and reflective. She is strong in her
faith and values having a relationship with God. Grace recognizes
what God expects of her and is ready to “go out” and live her faith.

I believe that a favorite quote from my grandma’s journal describes
Grace perfectly, and reads: “Yes, God exists oh blessed faith and true,
I found him in the radiant heart of you!” Grace is radiant — beaming
sunshine, carrying God in her heart, ready to spread His love to all
she meets.

Elena Foat, daughter of Ryan and Laura Foat

Elena is a humble, kind, and deeply feeling young woman who
adores music, dance, and the people closest to her. Since the first
day she arrived at First Church a year and a half ago, she has eagerly
looked forward to becoming a member, embracing every opportunity
to grow in her faith. When Elena is passionate about something,
she’s all-in, and her devotion to learning about Jesus and the Bible has
been no exception. Her faith journey is one of the most meaningful

parts of her life, and she hopes to pursue a career where she can
support others through life’s challenging and significant moments
with compassion, faith, and love. Elena, you are our shining light,
and we're so proud of you and the person you're becoming.

From Maddie Sgarlata, Mentor - It has been an absolute joy and
privilege to be Elena’s mentor and support her on her faith journey
this year. Elena’s engagement and commitment to growing in her
faith has been inspiring. Elena is kind, talented, intelligent, and
selfless. Our conversations explored many avenues and were always
enriching. Elena has truly immersed herself in the church and has
taken part in a variety of activities, such as volunteering at VBS and
Christmas Workshop, PF, service projects and much more. Our
First Church community is blessed to have Elena officially joining
as a member. Ilook forward to seeing how your faith journey
continues, Elena, and I am so proud of you!

Cade Jeide, son of Matt and Susan Jeide

From our little shepherd in the Christmas Pageant to ushering
alongside his dad, grandfather, uncle, and cousins during December
worship services, it has been a joy watching Cade grow in his faith
at First Church. As the youngest of four, he has been shaped by the
example of his older siblings and carries a strong, steady, and quiet
confident faith of his own. A freshman at Brookfield Academy, Cade
excels academically, socially, and athletically as a 2-sport varsity
athlete. Known for his humor, quick wit, and positive impact on
others, he is well-respected by teammates, classmates, and friends
alike. We are grateful to Bobby for guiding Cade over the past few
months and for the special connection they share through sports,
life, and faith. As a family, we are proud to be part of Cade’s faith
journey and excited to see where it leads him. Keep the faith, Cade.
We love you.

From Bobby Russ, Mentor — I was honored to serve as Cade’s
mentor this year and I quickly realized how much we have in
common in the way we think, reflect, and approach life. Cade is
thoughtful, grounded, and genuine, and he approaches both his faith
and relationships with sincerity and quiet confidence. He balances
a busy schedule with soccer and track while staying committed to
his family, school, and church, and he brings that same discipline,
dedication, and teamwork mindset into all that he does. Over
this past year, I've seen Cade reflect more deeply on what his faith
means to him and how he hopes to use it to guide his future, and I'm
continued on page 6
5

excited to see how he continues to grow.




Confirmation continued from page S

your sister, we encourage you to hold on to that cheerful spirit and
willing heart because those qualities will take you far in life.

From Randy Sitzberger, Mentor — Working with Tate this year as his
covenant class mentor has been an enlightening experience for me. I

§ have been very impressed every time we have talked by how deep and

critically Tate thinks about his faith and his specific beliefs. I think
his careful thought surrounding his faith will serve him well in our
Church community that I know he is looking forward to joining and

W from which he looks forward to finding support in his continuing

Brooke Nowacki, daughter of Rick and Carolyn Nowacki

Brooke is a determined young woman with a quiet and humble
spirit. She does not seek the spotlight or the center of attention and
carries her many talents with grace and humility, whether on the
soccer field, in her leadership, or through her academic achievements.
One of Brooke’s greatest passions is art. If you have ever seen one
of her pieces, the remarkable attention to detail speaks volumes
about her determination, perseverance, and dedication. Brooke,
congratulations on taking this important step in your lifelong faith
journey. We will always be your biggest supporters and are so proud
of you. There is no doubt that you will continue to approach each day
with a cheerful spirit, a willing heart, and the same quiet strength that
make you so special.

From Cindy Davis, Mentor — Brooke embodies the saying “Still
waters run deep’, as she is calm and collected on the outside while
introspective and insightful on the inside. Even though I have known
Brooke her entire life, I have enjoyed discovering her deeper layers
this year. I knew that she was a star soccer player, a serious student,
and an avid reader. What I see now is Brooke’s authenticity and
commitment to the virtues of gratitude and forgiveness, recognizing
the importance of giving thanks for her blessings while also
graciously offering forgiveness. Brooke is open that she still grapples
with hard questions along her faith journey, something that all faith
seekers in a moment of truth would admit. Brooke is a shining star in
this world, and I am here for her as she continues her faith journey.

Tate Nowacki, son of Rick and Carolyn Nowacki

Tate has been known as “Mr. Smiles” by his family since the
day he was born. Like many teenagers, Tate keeps his smile more
reserved, but when it appears, it reminds everyone of the warmth
and joy he carries within. When you get to know Tate, you quickly
discover his sense of humor, often delivering funny comments at the
moments you least expect them, making them even more priceless.
He has a quieter side, but when he is with his close group of friends,
and especially his cousins, his lively personality shines through. Over
the past few years, Tate has learned a great deal about himself, and
when he sets his mind to something, he pursues it wholeheartedly.
He is an athletic young man with a witty personality, a mind full
of team and player statistics, and a compassionate heart, especially
when it comes to family. Tate, we celebrate the important step you've
chosen toward strengthening and deepening your faith journey. Like
6

faith journey.

o Caleb Wakefield, son of Cade and Jenna Wakefield

Caleb is the kindest person we know, and we truly believe God
made someone special when He created him. He is confident,
creative, talented, and strong in both his faith and character. Whether
he is leading on the soccer field, earning honor roll at school, serving
at church, helping with VBS, or playing music with the Milwaukee
Youth Symphony Orchestra, Caleb brings heart and joy to everything
he does. He is an amazing big brother, a loyal friend, and a loving
son with a witty sense of humor and an old soul. Caleb has such a
warm and welcoming spirit, making everyone he encounters feel
comfortable and an important part of the group. We are so proud of
the young man he is becoming and excited to see where God leads
him.

From Nick Sgarlata, Mentor

It has been wonderful watching Caleb grow up in the church
culminating with his Confirmation today. He is an impressive young
man who is kind, thoughtful, and very talented. He has put God
and his faith at the center of his life and looks to spread God’s love
in his words and deeds. Caleb exemplifies being a follower of Jesus
Christ, as stated in our First Church covenant, serving the Lord in all
he does. May God bless Caleb as he takes the next step in his faith
journey.

Sophie Zempel, daughter of Cynda Maruska

Sophie is a kindhearted and compassionate person who
consistently shows care for those around her. She is always willing
to lend a helping hand and offer support when someone is in need.
Her actions reflect her strong values, which are shaped in part by
her involvement in church activities. She attends PF on a regular
basis, volunteered at the Congregational Home, participates in the
Christmas plays, and loves youth group, going on Misson trips and, of
course, WCA Camp - “the best week of the year”. Sophie has made so
many friends and memories through her involvement at First Church.
She lives by her favorite Bible verse, Romans 8:31, which says; “If
God is for us, who can be against us?” Sophie, you are so loved.

From DdG Wakefield, Mentor

I remember when Tonia told me that Sophie wanted “Caleb’s
Grandma” to be her mentor. That made me chuckle, but I was
thrilled at the opportunity to get to know Sophie. She is such a ray
of sunshine and a delight to be around. I am so proud of Sophie for
jumping into all of the PF church activities from mission trips to
church camp and Easter week services to the PF Christmas plays. As
she continues on her faith journey, I know that she will be an asset to
the church and to the world!




VBS at First Congregational Church 1511 Church Street - Wauwatosa - 414-258-7375

s
R,

Join Our Buddies...

Beneath a canopy of chattering birds
and howling monkeys, kids plunge

into a lifelong adventure of discovering
the nature of God. They’ll explore
what it means to be rooted in
relationship with God, their creator,

a safe place in life’s storms.
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Name of child(ren) Grade Entering in Fall
Grade Entering in Fall
Grade Entering in Fall

Address City State Zip

Email

Allergies/Health

Parent Name (s) Home Phone(s) ( )

Cell Phone(s) Work Phone(s) ( )

Emergency Contact Emergency Phone ( )

Cost: $10.00/first child; $5.00/each additional child; $20/maximum per family

(] Yes, I am interested in helping out during VBS. Please check all areas of interest.
[ teaching (] science/imagination (L] games [_] where needed

(L] While volunteering, I will need childcare for my children not yet old enough to participate in VBS.

How did you hear about our Vacation Bible School Program?
(] I belong to the church [_] I am a guest of

[_] Other

Photographic Release
I, (print)
give consent for any photograph(s) of my child(ren) to be used for promotional purposes.

Signed:
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