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New Life Abounds

By Rev. Julie Sheridan-Smith

As I'write this, the “April showers that bring May flowers” have been intense storms,
tornado sirens, and flooding...and yet we also are seeing the greening and flowering
of growth as well. Ifound myself relating the emergence of spring to Holy Week—
an intense, experiential time we had together that now draws us into the greening
and flowering of new life. If we continue reading through the gospel following the
resurrection, we read of people encountering the risen Christ, new life right in front of
them in fleshy, tangible ways... feeling His breath on them as he says, “ Peace be with
you.” Thomas is invited to touch Jesus’ wounds from the cross. Jesus’ hands hold and
break bread, cooking breakfast on the shore for disciples who have gone back to fishing
for fish. Impossibly present and real. New life right in front of them. Don’t you imagine
those followers, with each encounter, asking themselves, “What’s next? Where does our
story go from here?”

Truth is, we are always in the midst of new life: gardens flowering or beginning to
be planted, shifting world news and uncertainty, relationships changing, possibilities
always around us. Even as the storms of mid-April passed, we looked ahead,
remembering and hoping for the beauty of Spring flowering into summer in Wisconsin.
Which again, makes me think of how, each year, we have this cadence of remembering
and hoping for that movement, from storms to new life, and how we need to live this
together.

I know it is May, but let us say again, “Christ is Risen!” and eagerly step into “so,
what’s next?” to see where our story will go from here. Let us remember those early
encounters some had with the risen Christ and seek to see and feel God’s presence in
other people’s wounds, in the way we break bread and offer it where needed. I feel that
spirit of life here among you and am hopeful for the variety of ways God is a living and
tangible presence among us, and beyond us... breathing new life.

As always, there is more for you to take in throughout this Columns. I am looking
forward to May 3", which will combine an enhanced coffee hour with quiches and
home-baked cookies, youth sharing their talents, and a few items to bid on to help
fund our Mission Team. May 17*, an amazing group of youth will confirm their
understanding of faith, along with a variety of people who will become members of First
Church, joining us as we follow our covenant. May 31* is Celebration Sunday, through
which we praise God while appreciating the gifts of the First Church music ministry.

We also breathe new life in May as a subcommittee of the Board of Christian
Education reviews a new curriculum, and as we reach out for an Associate Minister. The
Search and Call Committee (Ann Harris, JC Moore, John Griffith, Elizabeth Carger,

THE COLUMNS Kristin Stern, Caitlyn O’Meara, and me) has begun to send out communications
inviting applicants to apply for the Associate Minister position. If you have thoughts or
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF questions, feel free to contact any of us. New life.
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH .
In hope with you,

IN WAUWATOSA

Julie



Worship
& Discovery

Women'’s Ministry

Men'’s Ministry

Tuesday, May 5™, 12", 19" & 26™
from 8-9°" in the Library

Feel free to join the group any Tuesday,
from 8:00*™ to 9:00*" in the Lounge, as we grow
in our knowledge and the expression of our
faith. For more information about the current
book or study in which we are engaged, contact
Patty Reddy at Patreddywauwatosa@gmail.com.

Discovery Hour

Wednesdays, May 6%, 13™, 20™¢ 27"
from 9-10°" in Friendship Lounge

The Men’s Ministry at First Church is a
vibrant and growing fellowship.

If you are interested in joining our
tellowship, please let Hank Collis know by
calling the Church Office.

Blessings to all!

Adult Education: The Story

Change Happens!
May 10™ 9°™ in the Lounge
Fred Kingsley, Guest Speaker

It’s gonna be hard to stop all the change we
experience but are there things we can think
about to help us ‘organize’ our thoughts and
feelings about change? Can we help others deal
with change?

Fred will try to share some ideas, learned
from corporate America, to help us better
navigate change.

Discovery goes on hiatus beginning May 24%.
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Though the focus has been on knitting prayer shawls,
anyone who knits, crochets, cross stiches or
does other hand work is welcome to join the group.
Enjoy the followship as you work on a prayer shawl
or your own current project.

Adult Education is on hiatus until Septmber.

Operating Statement Summary
Year to Date as of March 2026

2026 2025
Pledge Base Received ~ 24.0% 25.0%
Pledge Income $149,756 $136,411
Total Income $228,931 $210,887
Total Expense $159,820 $136,785
Net Income $69,111 $74,102

Detailed financials available in the office
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Qurls of CWisdom

1* Saturday of the Month « 10*"in the Library

Through May « On Hiatus until Fall
Margie Idzikowski, facilitator
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OUT OF SIGHT...TOP OF MIND!

by Ann Steinmetz Harris, Your Moderator

Get to know the people behind the scenes

Did you know that we have over 25 volunteers either teaching
Sunday School, facilitating PF, conducting Children’s Chapel, or
watching over our littlest ones in the Nursery? This year they are
organized into teams so that every teacher has a partner. Debbie
Hayden, assistant to Tonia Wallner, helps Tonia by doing a lot of the
organizing of these teams.

To learn more about these teachers, I chatted with some of
them, and others wrote a few words to share. Since it’s a big group,
I'will spread their comments over several months. Here’s a little
background on six of our Sunday School Team who teach K4 through
Sth grade.

Lanae Haertel

Lanae writes: My husband Josh, our three children, Logan (8),
Jovie (5), and Riley (2), and I started attending First Church in 2024,
and it has quickly become a special place for us. In December, all
three of our children were baptized, and they absolutely love coming
to church and participating in many youth programs.

I've always had a passion for learning and for helping others
grow. During graduate school, I worked as a teaching assistant, and in
my professional career as an accountant, I've had the opportunity to
lead several trainings. Teaching youth is especially meaningful to me
because they are our future. I feel grateful to be part of that journey
through the Sunday School program.

Charisse Kroner

I chatted with Charisse, who shared
that she was an elementary and middle
school teacher for 18 years, taught at
UWM, and has a PhD in Educational
Psychology. She is currently an
Instructional coach working with
teachers—empowering them to teach
to each child’s ability to help each
progress.

At First Church, Charisse supports
Diane Saeger with 3rd — 5th grade
Sunday School. Her husband is Nikki, her son Warren is a 4th grader,
and son Joel is in 4K. She particularly likes listening to what the kids
say and their insights about Jesus and the stories from the Bible.

Charisse at Coee Fellowship

Kurt Raddemann

I've been a member of FCC for about seven years. I started
coming to FCC with Tori. After Jude and Mabel were baptized here, I
joined as well.

While I'have little teaching experience, Jude and Mabel have
been great test pupils to help me develop skills to be a teacher, such as
patience, providing guidance, and even more patience.

I teach because I really enjoy spending time with the youth. They
bring a lot of laughter and excitement into our church. Ilike being
together with them as they learn about the lessons in the Bible.

Molly Rowbottom
I have been part of First Church since I was baptized here as
a baby. I am one of five sisters and work professionally as a career

nanny. [ am also a
homeowner and

two rescue pit bulls
who bring me great
joy. In my free time,
I enjoy reading,
doing puzzles, and
spending time with
friends.

I previously
taught Sunday
School many years
ago and I am grateful for the opportunity to serve
again. Working with children and being part of their faith journey is
something I truly enjoy.

Diane and Kurt lead discussion

Diane Saeger

My husband is Jeff, and Mark is our son. I was an elementary
school teacher for over 40 years, so it seemed like it would be a good
fit to volunteer to teach Sunday School and help with Vacation Bible
School. I've also served on the Board of Christian Education.

Sometimes, I think I learn as much as the kids do with the
Sunday lessons! It has helped me strengthen my own faith. The Bible
verses, stories, activities, and discussions are all geared to make our
children connect to God, our church family, and to each other.

Maddie Sgarlatta

This is my first year teaching Sunday School! I've helped in
classrooms before and it always brought me so much joy. I have
always loved kids and grew up with the value of service instilled in
me.

I'm a full-time graduate student, working toward my master’s
in social work at UW Milwaukee. I'm pursuing school social work,
specifically as helping kids is my passion. I teach Sunday school
now to give back to the church, as it has given me so much. I'love
seeing the smiling faces of the children and being a part of their faith
journey.

Thank you to all our teaching volunteers! In the coming months
I'll share comments from others. To sign off, here’s a little something
Diane Saeger sent me:

Knock, Knock.
Who’s there?
Gladys.
Gladys who?

Gladys can be to teach
Sunday School!

o : e,
Tori leads class with assistance from Mychale Thomas




Ta ki n g RO Ot by Rev. Michael “Chip” Smith

Ilove plants. When I first began as an intern last May, I cut a
sprig from one of my houseplants and put it in a cup of water in the
windowsill at my office at the church. In the past I have had great luck
with this—have enjoyed watching the process of a cut stem forming
roots within the water, stretching out into dozens of tender white roots
until it nearly fills the bottom of the glass, and then transplanting it
into soil and watching a plant emerge from just that one shoot. Only,
this time, the roots never took. I tried again. Making sure I sterilized
the scissors first, I cut the sprig, getting it at a nice angle, used fresh
water, moved it from sunlight to shade and back again, and still to no
avail. Then a church member gave me a nice potted plant taken from a
shoot of his own. The plant did well in the window behind my desk for
many months, but then, over Christmas, I went away for a few weeks
to explore what life might have in store for me. When I returned, that
plant had withered and, sadly, was beyond revival.

Why don’t roots take sometimes? How is it that being surrounded
by the love and community and the support God puts into our paths
seems like an obstacle? Doesn’t He know I had plans of my own?

Last fall, Rev. Julie said she foresaw that God had something
different in mind for me during this season of my life than what I
had cast as my own vision. She regularly cautions me that I have the
tendency to think too small, and she is right. Comfort and security
are nice. Being in a community that is full of love and support is surely
much easier than embarking on an unknown journey with merely
sandals and a new wife... lambs among wolves.

I have spent the better part of a year meditating on the passage
from Luke 10 that many of you are experiencing alongside Rev. Julie
in your board meetings. We were told, when we started this Lectio
Divina process, that you will have completed the passage and are ready
to explore another when you are no longer reading the passage... the
passage is reading you. One could also say, the power of the Word
begins to show up in our actions and what we do. This passage has
been a powerful transformative process for me, as I now depart for a
season to spread the message of Peace to those who will hear. Knowing
I have the love and continued support as an ordained Congregational
minister from this beautiful community will definitely bolster my
efforts on the days when that peace is rejected. I hope you all will share
with me the joys on the days when our message of peace is accepted!

I'will cut a fresh sprig when Iland in Northern Virginia and keep
you all abreast of how it is doing and whether roots appear. With much
love and gratitude... Rev. Chip

Chip Smith is surrounded by Congregational ministers as he is ordained.

10 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them
on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself
intended to go. 2 He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the
laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into his harvest. 3 Go on your way; I am sending you out like
lambs into the midst of wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals,
and greet no one on the road. S Whatever house you enter, first say,

‘Peace to this house! ~ Luke 10:1-5

My Journey in the Lay
Ministry Training Program

by Hank Collis

I am almost two-thirds of the way through the Lay Ministry
Training Program offered by the National Association of
Congregational Christian Churches. Last year, the focus was on
the Bible, church history, personal spiritual development, and
mission work. This year, the emphasis is on learning more about
the Congregational Way and ministerial skills such as preaching and
church leadership.

Among the many books I have studied this past year,
I found Arthur Rouner’s The Congregational Way of Life |
to be one of the most inspirational. I would recommend
this book to anyone, and everyone, interested in
Congregationalism. It reinforced my belief that I truly
belong in the Congregational Way.

The Lay Ministry program has opened my eyes and my mind
to so many new things. I hope to share what I have learned and help
others in their faith journeys!

Wrap a Friend in Caring

by Roxanne Trump-Miles, Care Board Chair

One of the projects the Care Board oversees is our Prayer Shawl
Mission. A prayer shawl is a wearable textile designed to provide
comfort and a tangible connection to God’s presence during prayer,
meditation, or in times of illness. First Church is blessed with
many volunteers who knit and crochet beautiful prayer shawls, lap
blankets ... even pet blankets. Members of Purls of Wisdom, which
meets the First Saturday of each month through May, also support
our ministry by knitting shawls.

Care Board makes shawls available for anyone to take for a loved
one or friend. An array of shawls are kept in the Office. If you have a
family member or friend who is going through a tough time or could
use a little comforting, please stop by the Office and choose a shawl.

Care Board also provides yarn and patterns for those who would
like to create one. Please contact a member of Care Board if you're
interested. Members include Roxanne Trump-Miles, Sue Falsetti-
Bree, Patty Reddy, Margie Idzikowki, Pam McDonald, Kristin Stern,
and Ann Campbell.

We hope you'll join us for a blessing of the shawls on Mother’s
Day, Sunday, May 10*, at the 10:00*™ Worship Service in the
Sanctuary.




Save the Date:
Quiches & Quookies
Meets Talent & Treasures

On Sunday, May 3", you're encouraged to attend a unique
Coffee Fellowship in the Social Hall. DdG Wakefield and friends
are baking assorted quiches and cookies to complement the event’s
French theme. While you're dining on the delicious treats, enjoy a
talent show featuring kids of First Church.

If that’s not enough to tempt you, there also will be a mini silent
auction of some specially curated items.

We have some great items to be auctioned off, including two
Adirondack chairs, a handmade charcuterie board, a bath relaxation
basket, and three purses with gift cards and accessories. These items
will be on display through May 3rd.

All auction proceeds will benefit the FCC Youth Misson Trip.
Our Mission Team appreciates your support of this fundraiser.

Ooh-la-la!

Here are some photos to give you a sense of these awesome items.

The Search is On!

The Search & Call Committee met on April 12th to take
the next steps toward finding and hiring an Associate Minister.
Committee members include Elizabeth Carger (Board of
Deacons), Caitlin O’Meara (Christian Education), Kristin Stern
(Care Board), Ann Steinmetz Harris (Moderator), John Griffith
(Vice Moderator), JC Moore (Past Moderator) and Rev. Julie
Sheridan-Smith. The Committee created a plan, which includes
posting the job description on the National Association of
Christian Congregation Churches and Wisconsin Congregational
Ministers Fellowship websites, placing an announcement in the
Congregationalist and reaching out to others to share information
about this opening.

We can also use your networking help if you know of someone
who might be interested in the position or is willing to reach out to
others who have connections in this field.

If you have any questions about this process, please reach out to
anyone on the Committee. Thank you to all who made this process
possible. We are excited to get the ball rolling!

Please direct all inquiries to: Moderator@firstchurchtosa.org

We are all set and active.

Mark Your Calendars for
Summer Worship

Beginning Sunday, June 14", First Church switches to
our summer schedule of one worship service. Specifically, the
8:00* Worship in the Chapel goes on hiatus for the summer and
resumes its regular schedule on Rally Sunday, September 13",

Worship in the Sanctuary will continue throughout the
summer, but (unlike previous summers), the service begins at
10:00 *™.

Sunday School also continues during the summer months,
switching to a “one-room school” format on June 14®. (Children
ages 4 through entering 6™ grade will be together.)

We'll remind you as we get closer to June 14

Mychale Thomas




VBS at First Congregational Church 1511 Church Street - Wauwatosa - 414-258-7375

L

Seym;ur | AugllSt 1 Oth_ 1 4th PS 9_ 1 2NOON

Name of child(ren) Grade Entering in Fall
Grade Entering in Fall
Grade Entering in Fall

Address City State Zip

Email

Allergies/Health

Parent Name (s) Home Phone(s) ( )

Cell Phone(s) Work Phone(s) ( )

Emergency Contact Emergency Phone ( )

Cost: $10.00/first child; $5.00/each additional child; $20/maximum per family

[ Yes, I am interested in helping out during VBS. Please check all areas of interest.
(] teaching [_] science/imagination (L] games [_] where needed

(L] While volunteering, I will need childcare for my children not yet old enough to participate in VBS.

How did you hear about our Vacation Bible School Program?
[_] I belong to the church [_] I am a guest of

(] Other

Photographic Release
I, (print)
give consent for any photograph(s) of my child(ren) to be used for promotional purposes.

Signed:




JUSTFrYOUTH

May 2026

Sunday School

Sunday, May 3", 10", & 31

for ages 4 - 5™ grade

Children will begin in church with their families during 10*™
worship and dismissed to Sunday School during the service.

Faith Finders

Monday, May 11"

for I - 5™ graders

We meet on the second Monday of the month for fellowship,
games, and program time. We begin with an optional dinner at 5°™,
followed by activities from 5:30 - 6:30P™. Friends are welcome!

No cost, but donations for the meal are appreciated.

Covenant Class
May 10"
4:00°™-6:00"™ in the Friendship Lounge.

Junior Choir

Sunday, May 3", 10", 17", & 31

for K-8" grades at 9:30*™ in LL4.

Children will sing one Sunday per month.

Pilgrim Fellowship (PF)
Sunday, May 3", 10", & 31*
for grades 6-12

Teens begin in church with their families during 10*™ worship
and dismissed to PF during the service.

We will be holding monthly Youth gatherings, which will take
place the first Sunday of each month from 4-6°™.
We will end each gathering with dinner at around 5:30.

Coffee Hour:
Mission Team Auction & Talent Show
May 3"

Confirmation Sunday
May 17*

Children & Youth Sunday
June 7

Mission Trip
June 14*-18™"
Hosanna Industries, Inc. in Johnstown, PA

Wisconsin Congregational Association (WCA)
Summer Camp
July 12*- 18"
Mt. Morris Camp & Conference Center
in Wautoma, WI

Children, Youth & Education Sunday

June 7%during the 10:00*™ worship service
Our Sunday School classes will be preparing special

presentations to share with the congregation, and they are looking
forward to celebrating this wonderful day with all of you. Our
Junior Choir will sing, and our middle and high school youth
will serve as readers, ushers, and greeters. We will be celebrating
another successful year of youth programming as we move on to the
summer ahead. Our youth are asked to arrive at least 15 minutes
early on the 7", and there will also be a rehearsal for the Sunday
School classes immediately after worship on Sunday, May 31*. On
Sunday, May 24", there is NO Sunday School.

Join us on Ridge Court following this special
workship service for our annual Ice Cream Social.
Enjoy a wide variety of ice cream novelties.

Summer Sunday School begins on June 14", Summer Sunday
School is for children ages 4 through entering 6 grade, so those
who have completed grades 6 and up will to remain in church
with their families. Looking ahead, Rally Sunday will take place on
September13™. Iwould like to invite anyone interested in teaching
for the first time, or if you would like to lend a hand with our youth,
please contact me: tonia@firstchurchtosa.org

Vacation Bible School

2Exploringsthe Nature of Qod.

August 10™-14t% « 9-12NOON

Beneath a canopy of chattering birds and howling monkeys,
kids plunge into a lifelong adventure of discovering the nature
of God. They’ll explore what it means to be rooted in rela-
tionship with God, their creator, a safe place in hfes storms.

Join Our Buddies...

Howie
: I
Seymour




WC A C a m p Friends from other denominational backgrounds are always

welcome. However, please understand that this is a Christian camp,

The Wisconsin Congregational Association (WCA) summer and the program and activities will reflect that tradition.
camp will be held at Mt. Morris Camp & Conference Center, What do you do at camp?
located near Wautoma, W1, from Sunday, July 12-Saturday, July 18. « Faith — worship & singing, small group discussion, campfires,
Camp is for youth who have completed grades 3 through 12. cabin devotions, Bible study, communion, personal reflection
Our theme this year is titled: « Fellowship - star-gazing, nature hikes, organized activities,

free time, games, deck party

‘Who can come to camp?
« Fun - swimming, volleyball, arts & crafts, soccer,

« Mini Kamp — completing grades 3-5

in the spring of 2025. ultimate Frisbee, disc golf

« Junior High - completing grades 6-8 What will we learn?
in the spring of 2025. A mid-July week at camp is the perfect time to enjoy a bunch of

o Senior High — completing grades 9-12 goofy, water-oriented games and challenges with fun-loving friends
in the spring of 2025. and counselors. And, of course, the Bible is packed with lots of

water-oriented stories, too. So dive into some of those as we sing,
play, pray, and discuss our way through a fantastic week!

You don’t have to be an official
Congregationalist to come to camp!

Secret Buddies - The Tradition Lives On!

It was another wonderful Secret Buddies program this spring, and the connections made are incredible and continue to grow! The program
was offered to our First Church adults and children during Lent, and once again, was an amazing experience for all involved. Secret Buddies
was created with the goal of fostering relationships between the generations of our church, and this was the 13th year that we reached that goal.
This Lenten season, fourteen of our adults committed to being pen pals with fourteen of our 1st-5th grade youth, and the fun began once they
were secretly paired up. The Buddies traded notes every two weeks that shared information about a variety of topics — from their age and city
where they live to their hobbies and favorite leisure time activities. They also sent notes that talked about their favorite First Church events and
programs, and finally, their favorite Easter memories and family traditions.

The Secret Buddies were finally able to meet in person after Worship on Sunday, April 12th, and the reveal is the most exciting part of
the program! It is always magical to watch the meetings and interactions that follow. The anticipation was high, and the smiles on the faces of
both the adults and children were priceless. Our Buddies sat at their own tables, chatting and learning more about each other while enjoying
delicious coffee hour treats. Some of our pairs played games and read books — how awesome is that?! Cool connections were made, and personal
and thoughtful gifts were shared. Relationships within the First Church community mean so much, and our Secret Buddies will remain friends
for many years to come. -Tonia Wallner
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Stewardship and Benevolence in Action ;, ro reademann, crar

The Board of Stewardship and Benevolence has been actively
carrying out our church’s Covenant. Thanks to the faithful giving
of this congregation, the Board has so far distribute $13,000 in
benevolence funds in 2026 to support meaningful work locally and
globally.

In addition, our Easter Special Offering resulted in a generous gift
of $8300, which was shared equally between the Tosa Community
Food Pantry and the Congregational Church of Myanmar, extending
care to neighbors near and far.

The Board is also supporting an Intergenerational Mission
Project, connected with the National Association of Congregational
Christian Churches Annual Meeting & Conference, by using
benevolence funds to purchase requested items that will be used to
fill hundreds of “ditty bags” for the Seafarers’ Friend mission. These
bags provide practical supplies and encouragement to seafarers who
spend long periods of time away from home.

Throughout the year, you will continue to hear directly from
some of the organizations we support during “Benevolence Minutes
on select Sunday mornings—similar to what we recently heard
from Cindy Davis about Milwaukee Treatment Courts. These
“Benevolence Minutes” help our congregation better understand
where benevolence dollars are going and the important work these
organizations are doing with your support.

Looking ahead, please join us for Children & Youth Sunday
on June 7th. On this day, senior scholarship recipients will be
announced, and a special offering will be taken to support our
Scholarship Fund. Each year, we support 13-1S students for up to
four years, and our goal is to raise $3,900 to continue investing in
their educational/military journeys.

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of the
work of Stewardship and Benevolence. Together, we are making a
meaningful impact — both near and far.

»

Music Notes

By Rhonda Kwiecien, Director of Music/Keyboard Artist

June 17 ~ Early Morning Rain, vocal trio |

Midday Music
at Lunch

We are excited to announce the featured musicians for the 2026 Midday Concert Series!

July 29 ~ Scotland Nicholson, flutist

Concerts begin at 12 noon in the
Sanctuary. Lunch will be available for
eating in or taking out. Invite friends,

family, co-workers for a truly entertaining

and memorable lunch break!

August 19 ~ Anthony Andronczyk, vocalist
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