
Dear Members and Friends,
I write to you to keep you informed regarding when we might return to worshipping 

in person. As of this writing our communities have not begun to meet the guidelines for 
resuming in-person worship provided by the Wisconsin Council of Churches and health 
officials. Last week your church council met and, after lengthy discussion, have decided it is 
not safe to meet for in-person worship at this time. The Council will reexamine conditions 
at their next meeting  on June 23rd. Your health and safety are most important to us.
Preparing to Resume In-person Worship 
• Online worship will continue for those who are at high risk and cannot join us, or may 

not feel safe to return even if precautions are in place.
• Everyone is required to wear facemasks while at church, as is recommended in public 

spaces, and to hand sanitize upon entry.
• Offering Communion will not be a part of worship until we can do so safely.
• Singing is among the riskier behaviors because it spreads droplets/aerosols which can 

carry the virus a significant distance and remain suspended in the air. Masks are unlikely 
to be enough to protect you or your neighbor when singing. We will not be singing in 
the sanctuary when the congregation is gathered.

• Hymnals and Bibles will be removed from the pews.  Lessons will be printed in the 
Order of Worship.

• Distancing: Please spread out in the sanctuary space with one family/individual unit per 
pew; keep empty pews between families/individuals. 

• Unfortunately we cannot have fellowship/coffee hour which is a significant part of our 
Congregational life.  At this time we ask people to leave the building rather than mingling 
after the service.

• Life rituals (weddings, funerals, confirmations) could take place in a more traditional 
way, with careful attention to guest lists so as to keep under the 50 person limit, and 
physical distancing plans.

Small Groups and Faith Formation
• Small groups can  meet as long as social distancing is maintained and face-mask and 

hand sanitizing requirements are followed.
• Christian Ed Board will evaluate Vacation Bible School possibilities during June meeting.
• The Benevolence Board is exploring local outreach opportunities.
Church Business
• Office functions will continue while maintaining social distancing. 
• Church leadership might consider meeting in person while wearing masks and 

maintaining social distancing, and offer members the opportunity to attend the meeting 
online.

• Building users/renters may be able to resume operations, but we need their plan to 
address cleaning needs and agreement to observe gathering and distancing protocols. 
No food or refreshments will be allowed.

• We will post signs indicating symptoms and urge people to stay home/seek medical 
attention if they have symptoms.

• We will maintain a good stock of face masks (for those who appear without their own), 
tissue, soap, hand sanitizer and disposable paper towels for drying hands.

• We are cleaning the building regularly, between user groups, and are paying extra 
attention to high-touch surfaces.

• High risk individuals should continue to stay home.
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Casual Worship
Saturdays at 4pm 

While we are practicing social distancing, the 
Casual Worship service will be available on the 
First Church website – firstchurchtosa.org.  The 
link can be found on the home page.  It is also 
available on the First Church Facebook page and 
Instagram.

Voices Needed for Laity Sunday!
Sunday, June 28th

This year’s Laity Sunday, June 28th, 
will be a little different.  The ministers are 
typically out of town attending the NACCC 
Annual Meeting & Conference on that date.  
The conference was cancelled because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, however, so Bill and 
Barry will be around to guide those of you 
who want to participate in the Laity Sunday 
Service.

In place of the traditional sermon, three 
volunteers will each give a short meditation.  
Two other people will be needed as readers.

To volunteer to read or give a 
meditation, please contact any member of 
the Board of Deacons, Bill or Barry at your 
earliest convenience.

  Worship 
  & Discovery

Adult Learning Hour
Sundays, 9am  

Adult Learning sessions may be accessed by 
joining the meeting on zoom.us.  The Meeting ID is 
6215624692.  The Password is 192256.  The book, 
Jesus is Risen, is available from the church Office for 
$13.  Please contact Patty Reddy with any questions.

Women’s Ministry
Tuesdays, 7am 

The group continues to work through the Book of 
Psalms.  If you would like to participate, please email 
Pat Reddy at patreddy@deltaformsltd.com.  She will 
email you a link, Meeting ID and Password prior to 
the meeting.   If the link doesn’t work, you can try 
going to the website –zoom.us -- and clicking on 
“Join a Meeting.”

Men’s Bible Study
1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 6:30am, in Room 107 
when FCC reopens

Led by Bruce Milne, the group is currently 
studying the Book of Romans.  Men’s Bible Study 
meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month. 
They do not meet on the 5th Wednesday of the 
month when it occurs.  Please contact Bruce for 
information about meeting during social distancing.

Men’s Ministry
2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 6:30am, in Room 107 
when FCC reopens

The group is continuing with The History of 
Christianity: From the Disciples to the Dawn of the 
Reformation, featuring Luke Timothy Johnson, Ph.D. 
at Emory University -- one of The Great Courses 
DVD Series. Please contact Bill Edens about 
meeting during social distancing.
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Like us on Facebook!
Operating Statement 

Summary
Year to Date as of April 2020

 Current Year Prior Year

Pledge base received  37.0% 31.0%
Pledge Income  $197,328 $149,914
Total Income  $273,960 $244,951
Total Expense  $198,553 $178,023
Net Income  $75,407 $66,928

Detailed financials available at office.

IMPORTANT NOTE!  
All event dates are subject 

to change, depending 
on CDC recommendations 

for social distancing.



That question was raised back on March 3rd and 
continued among the church leadership with lots of ideas, 
including the suggestion of streaming the services.  Four 
hundred years after the landing of the Pilgrims, we have 
embarked on a new voyage into WEB-based worship 
outreach.

On March 16th , the church was officially closed 
as a congregating facility by the pandemic. Bill Trump 
asked what could be done with the worship service video 
archive system.  The worship archives go back to 1963.  
Originally, the services were recorded and sent out to the 
Congregational Home on VHS for the residents to share.  
It had been a continuing activity for many years.  To again 
offer this outreach has been an ongoing goal.  Suddenly, 
finding a way to worship online became an urgent goal, and 
I did not step back from the opportunity.

Pierre Payne, Scott Mason and I were tagged to find a 
way to produce an online worship outreach.

Stymied about how to use the existing record-only 
system for streaming, I Googled the WEB to understand 
streaming worship services.  Pierre suggested a simple 
streaming WEBcam, and our first online service for March 
22nd was in the Chapel using Pierre’s webcam and Scott 
Mason using the church’s Point & Shoot camera as backup.  
Results were not stellar, but we were online.  More than 

80 emails flew back and forth among the team members 
concerning that March 22nd worship service and what we 
could do better for the future.

A proposed tally of equipment was prepared, and a 
budget limit was allocated from the Program Development 
Fund.  The new equipment was ordered, and April Fool’s 
was celebrated when the new equipment started arriving.  
The new camera, computer, and the ‘OBS’ software were 

continued on page 4

How can we continue Sunday worship services 
for us – the Congregation?

The world has changed, and some say things will 
never be the way they used to be.  Change like that has 
never been easy for the church.  Though specifics of 
ministry must change, however, our foundational purpose 
and direction remain the same.

Calvin Miller, in a Preaching Today article 
titled “The Mind of a Servant,” wrote the 
following ideas about the responsibility we 
have for each other.

“I walked through Children’s Hospital 
in Omaha not too long ago, and I saw a little 
baby boy there, below two years of age, with 
tubes running in and out of his body--clearly 
very, very sick.  I asked the nurse about him, 
and she said, ‘I want to thank you for asking 
about him. He will die before he is 2 years of 
age, but the worst part is that his mother died in childbirth 
and his father’s in the penitentiary. Nobody comes, nobody 
asks about him much, and he lays there. You’re one of the 
first to even ask about him.’ I walked out of the hospital 

that day thanking God that my two children are well and 
that it wasn’t my baby. Then it seemed like out of the very 
atmosphere around me, God said, ‘Yeah, that is your baby.’” 

If you’re a servant, the world you see and 
touch is yours. We are in this ever shrinking 
world tied to each other.  As Christians we are 
called to minister to all… to be servants of 
each other.  Unfortunately we live in a world 
where it is also common to make judgments 
based on what’s in it for “me.”

Jesus calls us to think in a different way, 
“with the mind of a servant,” which means 
thinking of others first… before ourselves.  
We are called to think and act in a selfless way.  
Remember Jesus’ words recorded in Matthew 

25:40, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least 
of these who are my brothers, you did it to me.”

- Bill 
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Sunday worship services
continued from page 3

integrated and the learning curve began.  Richard Raymond 
constructed a cabinet to house the new equipment, and it was 
installed on April 27th.

The services on March 29, April 5 and 12 were videoed 
using the P&S camera and the Nave sound system audio, 
with Scott Mason on camera and providing post-production.  
Simultaneously, I operated the new system to refine an 
operating procedure required for online streaming.  That 
procedure is in the works while we continue to prerecord the 
services.  The P&S camera backup is retired.

So where is this going and what can we do with our new 
outreach capability?

Our goal is to offer streaming of the Sunday worship 
services beyond the reopening of the church for worshipper 
attendance.  In particular, we will ask the Congregational 
Home to promote the availability of the services to the CH 
residents, and we will make all homebound members of First 
Church (which includes us all during Safer at Home) aware 
of this option.  As we move ahead, we will continue to find 
new ways to produce the video, possibly with additional 
cameras.

We seek to enlist people to run the system during 
Sunday services.  They can grow into production preparation 
and follow-up that go with each service.

This is just one niche in our outreach plans and a new 
voyage as a Church.

-  Bill Edens

First Church is hoping to re-open for services in the 
near future, but congregated events may be tabled for a 
while. In order to stay in touch with each other and have 
some fun, the Fellowship Board has put together a short 
list of ideas for members to get together, maintaining 
Social Distance. Here are a few ideas that were suggested 
at our last meeting and are being investigated for 
implementation. These will be wonderful events that the 
whole family can get in on.

•   Online Game nights:  Trivia Night & Pictionary Night
•   Golf (keeping our distance and using our masks)
•   Church Walk (keeping our distance and using our masks)
•   Rally Sunday (keeping our distance and using our masks)
•   5th Sunday Potluck (possibly in the courtyard in warm 
  weather where we can spread out and social distance)

Keep an eye out for more information on the above 
events. We look forward to seeing everyone VERY SOON.

- Jane Boyd, Fellowship Co-Chair

Hello all Safe @ Home Members!

Each year on Education Sunday, the Board of 
Stewardship, Benevolence and Church Relations seeks 
your support for the First Congregational Church 
Scholarship Fund.  

This fund has a dual purpose: 1) to provide $250 per 
year scholarships to graduating high school seniors that are 
renewable for four years and 2) to provide financial support 
for Congregational seminary students from First Church.

The Board again accepted applications from graduating 
seniors who have been actively involved in First Church, 
supported First Church as volunteers, and have been 
involved in activities such as Saturday worship services, 
mission trips, summer camp, and Vacation Bible School. 
This year’s applicants were interviewed by Board members 
via a Zoom meeting and will be announced soon.
 - Mike Huitink, Chairman-Board of Stewardship & 

Benevolence Bulletin
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Statements of the

Confirmation Class of 2020
This year, Rev. Trump and Tonia worked with a great 

group of young ladies, starting with a retreat focused on 
bonding and getting more comfortable with the Bible.  
Throughout the year, time was spent discussing the 
sacraments, prayer, stewardship, and discipleship.  Rev. 
Trump also enjoyed sharing the history of Christianity, 
Congregationalism, and First Church with the class.  With 
the closing of the church the last two months, we had to be 
creative and hold our final classes virtually.  The girls did not 
miss a beat!  The final phase of the journey involved each 
Confirmand writing a personal faith statement, and their 
mentors were part of this important process.  The statements 
are incredible, and the girls shared their faith in such a 
thoughtful and genuine way.

Confirmation Sunday was scheduled for May 17th. We 
will find the right time to celebrate this class as soon as it is 
safe to do so.  In the meantime, we wanted to introduce you 
to these wonderful young people and have you get to know 
them better.  Here are some thoughts about each of our new 
Confirmands, written by their parents and mentors.

Shannon Damuth,  
daughter of Scott Damuth 
and Judy Connor

Shannon is a very caring individual, always willing 
to lend a hand or an ear.  She is energetic and always on 
the go playing volleyball and softball.  Even with her busy 
schedule, Shannon finds the time to volunteer with several 
different organizations.  She is hard working and puts her 
best into everything she does.  Shannon was baptized at First 
Congregational Church and loves being involved in many of 
the activities offered here.  We are very proud of the young 
woman she has become and the dedication she puts into 
everything she does.  We can’t wait to see what the future 
holds for Shannon!

From Roxanne Trump-Miles,  Mentor – One of the 
wonderful things about being the Junior Choir Director 
is being able to watch the children grow in their faith and 
their relationships with God and their church family.  I 
first met Shannon when she was 4 or 5, when she came 
to sing in the Junior Choir.  I saw her grow in confidence 
as a musician, got to share things at one of her Girl 
Scout meetings, and listened to her sing in a community 
choir.  Shannon is a great athlete, participating in both 
volleyball and softball at school, and also plays with an 
elite club volleyball team.  Shannon has always been an 
excellent student and especially likes math and chemistry, 
but is not exactly sure of her career path.  Shannon has 
incredible gifts and talents, and it was a pleasure serving 
as her mentor this year.

Katie Huitink,  
daughter of Mike and Sandy Huitink

Katie is quiet and shy on the surface, with an underlying 
kindness and a pure heart.  She is ambitious and quietly 
determined, and has excelled in her academics, as well as 
at tennis and soccer.  Katie is a loyal friend to her peers, as 
well as a role model for her younger cousins, and her kind, 
easygoing, loving spirit has been a joy to her parents and 
grandparents.  Katie has grown up at First Congregational 
Church, and we are grateful for its role in her faith journey 
and in shaping the person she is today.  Starting with Faith 
Finders and the Christmas Workshop in her younger days, 
she now looks forward to church camp each summer, as 
well as many other PF events where she has developed 
great friendships.  We have enjoyed watching her grow from 
being the shy young girl who said “pass” when given the 
microphone to talk in church to the young woman who 
has been an assistant teacher and mentor for the children at 
Vacation Bible School and one who leads by example.  We 
are proud of Katie for taking this next step in her life and 
thankful to First Church, and especially to her mentor Mrs. 
Boyd, for all they have done.

From Jane Boyd, Mentor – Katie has been a treasure to work 
with this year.  She is usually very quiet and introspective, 
after which she will explore with you her deepest thoughts.  
Katie is extremely smart, resourceful, kind, and thoughtful 
with others.  She thoroughly enjoys being with her peers, and 
yet, works well with the very young AND the very old, like 
me.  Katie is navigating her special place within the church, 
and is willing to explore further.  She will be a wonderful 
addition to our First Church fellowship and family.

Brynn Jeide, 
daughter of Matt and Susan Jeide

Brynn’s radiant smile and spunk in her step will light 
up any room she walks into!  We are proud of the confident, 
determined, and energetic young lady she has grown up to be.  
As Brynn strengthens her faith, she has remained steadfast 
in her character and perseverance, tackling any challenge, 
new or old, that comes her way.  We are thankful to Carolyn 
as she has navigated Brynn on her faith journey.  As a former 
gymnast, we believe Gabby Douglas’ quote describes Brynn’s 
approach to her faith and daily life: “Hard days are the best 
because that’s when champions are made.”  Congratulations, 
Brynn, we are proud to call you our daughter!

From Carolyn Nowacki, Mentor – I was thrilled when 
Brynn asked me to serve as her mentor for covenant, 
as she holds an extra special place in my heart as my 
niece.  Although I knew many of the “getting to know you 

continued on page 6
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questions” about Brynn, the entire process helped me to 
more deeply understand her and get closer to her.  Brynn may 
appear to at first be shy, but as those get to know her, they 
find her to be very energetic and outgoing - she may even do 
handstands or flips while chatting with you.  She has a huge 
heart and if you are hurting, she is hurting.  She truly cares 
for people; family is her number one and will go to battle if 
anything happens to someone close to her.  Brynn is confident 
in herself, knows what she wants, and will persevere to achieve 
her goals - those within athletics or just through life.  If there is 
anything that Brynn believes strongly, it is to not take anything 
for granted.  I have enjoyed watching her faith and relationship 
with God strengthen through this Covenant process.  As she 
progresses, I know Brynn will continue to grow her faith, yet in 
a quiet and private way.  Love you Brynny!

Hannah Kabelowsky, 
daughter of Jay and Katie Kabelowsky

Hannah is a very creative girl.  She loves to draw, paint 
and create her own characters using her vivid imagination.  
Hannah has always loved animals, including her own dog, 
Ella.  Hannah is concerned about world and national events, 
and is always wanting peace and equality for all.  She enjoys 
PF outings, especially to Dave & Buster’s, and has enjoyed the 
Christmas Eve productions.  While she did not grow up in this 
church, but rather became a member in elementary school, she 
very quickly felt a part of things.  We are extremely excited that 
her mentor, Tesha, is the one who introduced us to the church.  
We are also excited to see Hannah continue to grow in her faith 
at First Congregational Church and beyond.

From Tesha Urban, Mentor – I have been blessed to serve 
as Hannah’s mentor this year, and our shared journeying 
has filled me with inspiration and gratitude.  Hannah and I 
bonded immediately over our love of everything Star Wars.  
We discovered that we saw Rogue One on the same day and 
both felt deeply touched by the movie’s powerful message of 
“Hope.”  Hope became a common theme during our visits, 
as we processed the effects of COVID-19 and the faith that 
was sustaining us from our Christian heritage.  When we 
chatted, Hannah thoughtfully reflected on how our world 
could be different after COVID, and considered how—as 
God’s people—we could and should come together to solve 
more issues for the world and be more united as a community.  
I have been so inspired by her thoughtful exploration of her 
truth, faith, and love for God and Jesus.  Hannah has a heart 
for social justice, and is passionate about equality for everyone.  
Her Spirit gifts of inclusion, imagination, creativity, and 
curiosity will be blessings for our church community.  Hannah 
is embracing her freedom in choosing to become a member of 
First Church, and I look forward to welcoming her, together 
with each of you!

Abi Masloroff, 
daughter of Scott and Deborah Masloroff

Our daughter Abi has grown into a beautiful young 
lady.  Her faith and her morality are her strongest attributes.  

Abi works hard on academics, where she has maintained an 
honor roll GPA as well as on the court, where she was voted 
best teammate by her basketball team.  Abi’s love of self-
improvement is only rivaled by her love of cooking.  We fully 
expect to see her some day on YouTube having invented some 
type of body-betterment product with common things found 
around the kitchen.  Abi’s Confirmation and work to become 
an adult member of the church has affirmed her strong sense 
of family and conviction.  It is a notable milestone and we are 
extremely proud of her. 

From Holly Elwing, Mentor – It was only natural for Abi to 
pick me as her mentor, since our families have known each 
other for a very long time (it’s a curling thing).  Abi is a bright, 
outgoing young lady who has a love for makeup, enjoys 
knowing all she can about the Royal Family, and has a fear of 
dropping her phone somewhere she’ll never find it again.  Her 
idea of a perfect day with the family is being on a lake, taking 
a boat ride, paddle boarding, and finishing off the day by 
going to a Bucks game.  Abi expressed to me that she was very 
excited to be in Covenant Class, and will be sad to see it end 
once confirmed.  She feels that going through Covenant has 
brought her closer to her spiritual journey with God.  Abi feels 
that the most important part about church is that people want 
to be there, want to know who you are, and how you are doing.  
She said that church should be a safe place for everyone.  I 
know that Abi will be successful in all she does, and that she 
will be surrounded by her family and church family to guide 
her along the way.  Congratulations Abi on your Confirmation!

Katie York, 
daughter of David and Debbie York

Katie is a special blessing in our lives and we are so proud 
of the way she has embraced her individual faith journey at 
FCC.  A sensitive and caring soul, Katie wants to be your 
friend.  She gives freely of herself and seeks to love and be 
loved by everyone.  Her smile is infectious, her big, bright eyes 
invoke happiness and her sweet voice provides joyful music to 
all.  Her happy place is on the stage where she can showcase 
her big personality, voice and smile that gives so much joy to 
others.  More than anything else, she is a wonderful sibling, 
daughter, and child of God with unlimited potential.  As she 
prepares to take the next step with Confirmation, she will tread 
carefully in the footsteps of Jesus as her guide, knowing that 
her foundation lies here at FCC with the church family where 
she was baptized.

From Ddg Wakefield, Mentor – I feel very fortunate to 
have been Katie’s mentor this year.  I hadn’t known Katie 
at all before this experience, even though her great, great 
grandmother and my husband’s grandmother were wonderful 
friends here at First Church.  Katie has such a loving heart.  
When asked how she would change the world, she answered 
that she would turn hate into love.  Now that’s a great idea from 
a terrific girl!  Katie has a bright future ahead as she pursues 
her dreams and continues to live her Christian life within her 
loving family. 
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JUST FOR YOUTH
     June 2020

SAVE THE DATE!
Vacation Bible School 2020 August 10th-14th

W I S C O N S I N  C O N G R E G AT I O N A L  A S S O C I AT I O N cancelled

Summer Sunday School
Begins Sunday, June 7
for ages 3 – entering 6th grade
Children who have completed grades 6 and up are encouraged to remain in church with their families. 

 I hope that all of our FCC youth will join us for this summer’s Vacation Bible School….August 10th-14th.  ROCKY RAILWAY is our 
theme, and the children will learn that JESUS’ POWER PULLS US THROUGH.
 This will be a transforming experience, and the kids will discover that they can trust Jesus.  Life is rocky for kids - full of ups and downs 
and twists and turns.  At ROCKY RAILWAY, they will explore Jesus’ power and how we can trust Jesus to pull us through when life feels like 
a valley or a mountaintop.  They will deepen their friendship with Jesus and leave knowing they can trust Him to do big things in their lives.
 With the challenging circumstances in our world today, I am struck with the timeliness of this summer’s theme, and I believe that this is 
the Holy Spirit at work.
 I look forward to an amazing week with the youth of First Church, as well as the children in our greater community.  

WCA Youth Camp 2020    July 12th-18th        
 This year’s camp theme is FAITH OLYMPICS, and our 3rd-12th graders will enjoy a program built around this theme, as well as 

awesome worship, campfires, and fun activities throughout our week together.  WCA Camp is about strengthening connections 
of friendship, fellowship, and faith - with yourself, with others, with Scripture, and most of all, with God.  If you’re interested in 

strengthening these connections, while having lots of fun and meeting new friends, you will have an awesome time!
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