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Church Family News
DEATH

Verna Reich passed away on Wednesday, November 28, 2018.      
Services were held.

Richard Werwath passed away on Monday, December 10, 2018.  
Services were held.
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C O N G R E G A T I O N A L

C O L U M N S
2018 Annual Report of the Senior Minister                With hope for the future, Bill Trump

 This is my seventh Annual Report to you as Senior Minister of First Congregational 
Church of Wauwatosa. The time has flown by, as we have shared both joys and sorrows.  The 
focus of our lives, as a community of faith, is the worship we share together as we seek God’s 
will for the life of our church.  It has been a year of sporadic attendance; some Sundays have 
been delightfully full – and others a little sparse.
 This has been a year of both peaks and valleys in the life of our church.  This year saw 
a significant drop in pledge income because of the loss, through attrition and death, of some 
of our valued members.  As of this writing, the leadership of the church is working hard on 
solutions for these challenging times.  2018 was also a time of new ideas and high energy  as 
we continue to minister in Christ’s name to a changing world. A large percentage of our church 
leadership gathered together last spring at a wonderful Saturday morning meeting to brain-
storm and to identify new directions for our ministries.
 We have a dedicated group of people who have been hard at work on developing a 
possible Saturday worship.  Numerous improvements have been implemented in communicat-
ing events to our membership and to the surrounding community.  The possibility of opening a 
preschool here at First Church has found new energy.  We are working on these new ideas and 
more, so as to better minister in today’s world.
 As I have said many times, our Christian Education program is the most important 
program of the church - ours is very healthy.  This year’s Covenant Class of twelve has been  a 
delight.  The students are engaged in their classes and faithful in their attendance.  Chip Smith, 
Tonia Wallner and I are truly enjoying these young adults as they learn about the Christian 
faith.  Sunday School attendance has been quite good - we are blessed with an amazing group 
of qualified and compassionate teachers.  Our Pilgrim Fellowship classes on Sunday morn-
ings have been well- attended, as have the group’s social gatherings.  Having the support and 
involvement of the parents makes these programs the success that they are. 
 The Community Through Understanding group has had an active year with events 
that seek a greater level of understanding of other faith groups in our communities.  This year, 
we have had events with the Islamic community, our Jewish neighbors, and local Sikh con-
gregations. All have been well attended by our members and by others from the area. We look 
forward to possible events with St. Mark’s A.M.E. Church, and others, next year. 
 This year, as always, the daily responsibilities of being a minister of this church have 
been challenging.  I have sought to be sensitive to the thoughts and ideas of the congregation 
and to accurately focus my direction and leadership going forward in the direction, I feel God 
is leading us as a church .  
 I remain grateful for those who make the work of our church so successful.  When we 
work with one another, always holding our actions and words to the standard of Christ’s love, 
we are an effective witness for God in our community. I want to express my thanks for the hard 
work and commitment of our members, staff, and volunteers that make our ministry successful.
 As I have often said, we must learn to address the unique needs and concerns of our 
times and the changing structure of society if we are to move effectively into the future.  People 
have a diminishing amount of time to give to the church because of increased demands on their 
time and energy. We must find new ways to respond to the changes in our world.  The world has 
changed, and so must the church.  
 I am truly grateful to you and to all those who have been so helpful, caring and sup-
portive during this past year.  

May God Bless you all,  
William S. Trump, Jr.
Senior Minister
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Adult Learning Hour
•Sundays, 8:45 am ~ Rm. 107

We will be following Jesus from His 
birth through the ascension in a 

chronological parallel study of the 
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 

and John. The classes are led by Pat 
Reddy. All are welcome and weekly 
attendance is not mandatory! For 

more info, contact Pat at: 
414-771-8292 

Women's Ministry
•Wednesdays, 7:00 am

in the Parlor
We will be reading the book of 

Psalms. Please bring your Bibles.
~~~

Men's Bible Study 
•Wednesdays, 6:30 am 

January 2 & 16 in Rm. 107
Led by Bruce Milne, we meet on 
the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the 

month. We do not meet on the 5th 
Wednesday of the month.

~~~

Men's Ministry 
•Wednesdays, 6:30 am 

January 9 & 23 in Rm. 107
 We typically meet on the 2nd and 
4th Wednesday of the month. We 

are using the DVD series, 
The Dead Sea Scrolls.  There is 

open discussion and reflections on 
the contents.

~~~

Discovery Hour

Sunday School
Sunday, January 6, 13, 20, 27 ~ for ages 3 — 5th grade
Children will begin in church with their families during our 
10 AM worship. They will be dismissed to Sunday School 
during the service. 

Discovery Kids
Sunday, January 6, 13, 20, 27  for kids of all ages in LL5
Kids enjoy this special time of additional activities, led by 
volunteers at 9 AM, before their traditional Sunday School at 
10 AM. Those who rehearse with the choir will join them after 
practice. Older youth are invited to help lead.

Faith Finders
Monday, January 7 for grades 1 – 5
This group meets on the second Monday of the month for 
fellowship, games, and program time. They begin with an 
optional dinner at 5 PM, followed by programming from 5:30 
- 6:30 PM. Friends are welcome! Come and enjoy hot dogs, 
mac & cheese & fruit! 

Covenant Class 
Sunday, January 6 & 20 - 8:30 AM in the Library

PF - Pilgrim Fellowship
Sunday, January 6, 13, 20, 27 for grades 6 – 12
Teens begin in 10 AM worship with their families and will be 
dismissed to PF during the service. 

Sunday, January 6 – Ultimate PF: Chill, Chat & Challenge! 
4:00 PM w/ dinner at 6:00 PM 
Our monthly meeting features a time to talk about current top-
ics for our middle & high school students, followed by time 
for games and other fun challenges. We will serve dinner at 6 pm. 

Friday, January 25, 6 PM – Fab Flicks at First!
This month's flick:  "Avengers: Infinity War"
Fab Flicks at First is for our middle and high school students. 
Pizza & popcorn will be served along with delicious desserts. 
Cost: $4 per person. You are welcome to bring friends!

Sunday, January 27, 2018
Immediately following a shortened 10 AM - Worship

The Annual Meeting will propose the 2019 budget for ap-
proval and we will also vote on the slate of 

Board and Committee nominees
~  Coffee Fellowship immediately following  ~

Chancel Flowers for 2019
Floral arrangements are needed 
for several dates throughout the 
upcoming year . Consider giving 
flowers in honor of, or in memory 
of, someone special in your life . 
Sign up on the board in the Atrium 
or call the church office to find a 
date to offer flowers for the 10 am 
service .  Phone - 414-258-7375

FCC Women's Choir 
sing March 10, 2019

We invite the women 
of First Church to 
join the  WOMEN'S 
CHOIR.  Designed to be a 
counterpart to the Men's 
Chorus here at First Church, 
it is an opportunity for the 
women of our church to be 

part of our music ministry. 
 The Women’s Choir will sing for the 10:00 am 
worship service on Sunday, March 10.  There will be three 
Sunday rehearsals from 9 - 9:30 AM -  February 24, March 
3 & 10 (the day of the performance in church).
  If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Patrick Dill:
 dillp@firstchurchtosa.org.  We hope to see you at our first 
rehearsal in the Choir Room on: 

Sunday, February 24th at 9 am!  

Junior Choir - for grades 2 through 8
Sunday rehearsals, January 6, 13, 20, 27  / 9 - 9:30 am
All children are invited to join Junior Choir which meets most 
Sundays from 9 - 9:30 AM in Room LL4E and is led by 
Mrs. Roxanne Trump-Miles. 
Sing in 10:00 am service, Sunday, January 20 

Cherub Choir - age 3 to 1st grade
Sunday rehearsals officially begin in March /
9:15 - 9:30 am ~ Cherub Choir joins the Jr. Choir rehearsal 
for several weeks in both the Fall and Spring from 9:15 - 9:30 
am in Room LL4E.  Cherubs will sing with the Jr. Choir in 
church on Palm Sunday, April 14th.  

Text to Give
414-216-5062 Lots of crafts were produced for sharing 

or keeping themselves at the Holiday 
Craft Fair.

2019 January Columns 10 pgs.indd   3-4 12/19/18   1:15 PM



72

Congregational 
C O L U M N S
www.FirstChurchTosa.org

Tel: 414-258-7375
On-Call Minister/ 414-258-7378

Rev. William S. Trump 
Senior Minister

Rev. Barry Szymanski, J.D. 
Minister of Pastoral Care

Chaplain Tesha Urban
Congregational Home

Michael "Chip" Smith  
Church Administrator

Tonia Wallner
Director of Christian Education

Dr. Patrick Dill-Director of Music
Rhonda Kwiecien-Keyboard Musician

Roxanne Trump-Miles 
Dir. of Jr. & Cherub Choirs

Jillian Bruss
Office Coordinator & 

Columns Editor

Cindy Walsh-Staff Support
Kale Lund-Office Assistant

Mark Lund-Custodian

Kari Leon-Nursery Supervisor 
***  

Congregational Columns is 
published monthly by 

First Congregational Church 
1511 Church St.

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
(414) 258-7375

Vol. 34 - Issue 1
***  

Like us on 
Facebook!

Adult Learning Hour
•Sundays, 8:45 am ~ Rm. 107

We will be following Jesus from His 
birth through the ascension in a 

chronological parallel study of the 
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 

and John. The classes are led by Pat 
Reddy. All are welcome and weekly 
attendance is not mandatory! For 

more info, contact Pat at: 
414-771-8292 

Women's Ministry
•Wednesdays, 7:00 am

in the Parlor
We will be reading the book of 

Psalms. Please bring your Bibles.
~~~

Men's Bible Study 
•Wednesdays, 6:30 am 

January 2 & 16 in Rm. 107
Led by Bruce Milne, we meet on 
the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the 

month. We do not meet on the 5th 
Wednesday of the month.

~~~

Men's Ministry 
•Wednesdays, 6:30 am 

January 9 & 23 in Rm. 107
 We typically meet on the 2nd and 
4th Wednesday of the month. We 

are using the DVD series, 
The Dead Sea Scrolls.  There is 

open discussion and reflections on 
the contents.

~~~

Discovery Hour

Sunday School
Sunday, January 6, 13, 20, 27 ~ for ages 3 — 5th grade
Children will begin in church with their families during our 
10 AM worship. They will be dismissed to Sunday School 
during the service. 

Discovery Kids
Sunday, January 6, 13, 20, 27  for kids of all ages in LL5
Kids enjoy this special time of additional activities, led by 
volunteers at 9 AM, before their traditional Sunday School at 
10 AM. Those who rehearse with the choir will join them after 
practice. Older youth are invited to help lead.

Faith Finders
Monday, January 7 for grades 1 – 5
This group meets on the second Monday of the month for 
fellowship, games, and program time. They begin with an 
optional dinner at 5 PM, followed by programming from 5:30 
- 6:30 PM. Friends are welcome! Come and enjoy hot dogs, 
mac & cheese & fruit! 

Covenant Class 
Sunday, January 6 & 20 - 8:30 AM in the Library

PF - Pilgrim Fellowship
Sunday, January 6, 13, 20, 27 for grades 6 – 12
Teens begin in 10 AM worship with their families and will be 
dismissed to PF during the service. 

Sunday, January 6 – Ultimate PF: Chill, Chat & Challenge! 
4:00 PM w/ dinner at 6:00 PM 
Our monthly meeting features a time to talk about current top-
ics for our middle & high school students, followed by time 
for games and other fun challenges. We will serve dinner at 6 pm. 

Friday, January 25, 6 PM – Fab Flicks at First!
This month's flick:  "Avengers: Infinity War"
Fab Flicks at First is for our middle and high school students. 
Pizza & popcorn will be served along with delicious desserts. 
Cost: $4 per person. You are welcome to bring friends!

Sunday, January 27, 2018
Immediately following a shortened 10 AM - Worship

The Annual Meeting will propose the 2019 budget for ap-
proval and we will also vote on the slate of 
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~  Coffee Fellowship immediately following  ~

Chancel Flowers for 2019
Floral arrangements are needed 
for several dates throughout the 
upcoming year . Consider giving 
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of, someone special in your life . 
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counterpart to the Men's 
Chorus here at First Church, 
it is an opportunity for the 
women of our church to be 
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 The Women’s Choir will sing for the 10:00 am 
worship service on Sunday, March 10.  There will be three 
Sunday rehearsals from 9 - 9:30 AM -  February 24, March 
3 & 10 (the day of the performance in church).
  If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Patrick Dill:
 dillp@firstchurchtosa.org.  We hope to see you at our first 
rehearsal in the Choir Room on: 

Sunday, February 24th at 9 am!  

Junior Choir - for grades 2 through 8
Sunday rehearsals, January 6, 13, 20, 27  / 9 - 9:30 am
All children are invited to join Junior Choir which meets most 
Sundays from 9 - 9:30 AM in Room LL4E and is led by 
Mrs. Roxanne Trump-Miles. 
Sing in 10:00 am service, Sunday, January 20 

Cherub Choir - age 3 to 1st grade
Sunday rehearsals officially begin in March /
9:15 - 9:30 am ~ Cherub Choir joins the Jr. Choir rehearsal 
for several weeks in both the Fall and Spring from 9:15 - 9:30 
am in Room LL4E.  Cherubs will sing with the Jr. Choir in 
church on Palm Sunday, April 14th.  

Text to Give
414-216-5062 Lots of crafts were produced for sharing 

or keeping themselves at the Holiday 
Craft Fair.
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Pastor Barry's Thoughts...Sleeping. Dreaming. Awakening. This pattern of our lives is integral to 
both our bodily health as well as our personal spirituality. One-third of our life is spent sleeping. During this 
time while we rest, the Psalmist reminds us God does not rest.  The Gospel stories tell of Jesus resting and this 
retells the importance of rest. There are different phases of sleep, and only in one do we dream - visualize and 
imagine.  God’s Holy Spirit is active during this time.  In Genesis we learn that Joseph, Daniel, and Jacob all 
dreamt. There are many additional scripture passages telling us of resting and sleeping in the Psalms, and Job.  
Dreams can reveal who we are to us, as well as who God is.  Our past, present, future, and our anxieties are all 
intertwined.

Rev. Dr. Charles Packer suggested that when we have a perplexing question weighing on our mind, then the 
last thing we should think about before we drift off to sleep is that question.  Then, we, with a notepad and 

pencil on our nightstand, should immediately write down what we remember of our dreams as soon as we awake.  We may discover an 
insight, clarity.  He states that dreams could be divine gifts of disclosure. Dreams may offer answers to what our fears are: our reluc-
tances, our roles as spouses, parents, pastors, employees, and God’s children - what we should do...and what we shouldn’t do.

Since we are awake two-thirds of our lives, every day we awaken is a new chance at living.  In fact, Christianity offers an awakening 
-  an opportunity to be born again.  During our lives we are able to transition from bodily birth to spiritual birth to resurrection. We be-
come aware that there is Truth beyond our senses.  When Jesus spoke of death, he used the term sleep.  When he turned to the twelve-
year-old girl, he said, “Awake.”  And when he stated he was traveling to his friend, Lazarus, he stated he was on his way to awaken 
him.  Let us be awake to how God’s Holy Spirit may bring us closer to divine vision. ~  Rev. Dr. Barry W. Szymanski

6 3

 
FCC Lenten 2019 Program

New day and time! Thank you everyone who responded to the 
Deacon's survey about the Lenten Program.  Based on your 
response, we will host a four-part program on Sunday morn-

ings starting on March 17th from 11:15-12:45.  Pastors Bill and 
Barry will be leading us in a discussion of the book, "Every-

thing Happens for a Reason and Other Lies I've Loved" by Kate 
Bowler.  They will make a brief presentation about the chapters 
for each week and provide questions for discussion around the 

tables.  Some reviewers have said that this story made the reader 
feel "more present, grateful and less alone...an inspiring story of 

finding faith" The Deacons will provide Brunch.

Please note that this year's 
Chili Cook-off 
and Bake-off 

competition will be held on 
Sunday, February 17th, 

right after the 
10:00 am service.  

Get ready!

The Plan for 
Lenten Devotions
A plan for another Lenten 
devotional is in the works 
and we are asking for your 
input. This years theme is 

"The Word." Do you have a 
favorite scripture - a verse that 
encourages you, lifts you up, gives you hope, helps 
you through your challenges? What about a prayer 
you hold close to your heart?  Would you consider 

sharing how your path has been lit by His light? 
Your words matter and someone needs to hear them 
so please don't wait, do it today! Please email your 
devotionals before Jan. 20, 2019 to the church or 

patreddy@deltaformsltd.com 

Operating Statement Summary 
 

Detailed financials are available at the office.

 Current Year Prior Year
Pledge Base Received 86.3% 85.3%
Pledge Income $479,449 $487,956
Total Income  $606,598 $592,927
Total Expense  $582,166 $542,621

Net Income $ 24,432 $50,306

Average Worship Attendance: 
 • 8 a.m. ~ 16 / 10 a.m. ~ 137 / Sunday School ~ 50 •

Slate of Nominees for 2019 to Date
( All are two-year terms unless indicated otherwise. *indicates being voted upon at Annual Meeting )

Moderator - Jim Harris*               
 
Vice Moderator - *
  
Past Moderator - Marianne King*

Treasurer - Rick Nowacki*  

Assistant Treasurer - Cindy Walsh*

Church Clerk - Scott Masloroff*
 
Year Round Delegate for the NACCC
Dick Berger*

Church Council At-Large
1 .  Mike Elwing – in 3rd year
2 .  Jon Stern – in 3rd year
3 .  Sarah DeYoung – in 3rd year
4 .  Bill Edens – in 3rd year
5 .  Dave Swanson - in 2nd year
6 .  Needed

Board of Congregational Care 
1 . Pat Reddy - in 2nd year
2 . Sharon Nortman - in 2nd year
3 . Chris Mason - in 2nd year
4 . John Sgarlata – in 3rd year
5 . Georgia Kletti – in 3rd year
6 . Margie Idzikowski – in 3rd year

Board of Stewardship/
Benevolences  
1 .  Carol Hudson - in 2nd year
2 .  Mike Huitink - in 2nd year
3 .  Hank Collis - in 2nd year
4 .  Jim Forrester - in 2nd year 
5 .  Barb Wells*
6 .  Ann Steinmitz-Harris*

Nominating Committee
1 . Laura Kletti*
2 . Dick Berger*
3 . Ed Probst*
   
Board of Christian Education
1 .  Julie Wills - in 2nd year
2 .  Sara King - in 2nd year
3 .  Patty Bartholf - in 2nd year
4 .  Sarah Hoffman - in 2nd year
5 .  Ardith Moore - in 2nd year
6.  Peggy Griffith*

Board of Fellowship
1 .  Susan Jeide - in 2nd year
2 .  MaryBeth Stevenson*
3 .  Sarah Clark – in 3rd year
4 .  Ryan Kangas – in 3rd year
5 .  Kelly Bartley – in 3rd year
6 .  Diane Saeger – in 3rd year
7 .  Holly Elwing – in 3rd year

Board of Trustees
1 .  Randy Sitzberger - in 2nd year
2.  Jennifer Wakefield – in 3rd year
3 .  Mary Kay Olsten – in 3rd year
4.  John Griffith – in 3rd year
5 .  Scott Rondeau – in 3rd year
6 .  Fred Kingsley – in 3rd year
7 .  David York*
8 .  Frank Sterbin*
9 .  Jay Kabelowski - in 2nd year

Personnel Committee
1 . Lisa Mauer*
2 . Marianne King
3 . Nick Sgarlata
4 . Diane Houriet-Collis
5 . Jane Boyd
6 . Merrill York*
7 . Jim Harris

Board of Deacons
1 .  Mary Berger - in 2nd year
2 .  Debbie York - in 2nd year
3 .  Dylan Hayden - in 2nd year
4 .  Needed
5 .  Needed
6 .  Needed
7 .  Needed
8 .  Needed
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Pastor Barry's Thoughts...Sleeping. Dreaming. Awakening. This pattern of our lives is integral to 
both our bodily health as well as our personal spirituality. One-third of our life is spent sleeping. During this 
time while we rest, the Psalmist reminds us God does not rest.  The Gospel stories tell of Jesus resting and this 
retells the importance of rest. There are different phases of sleep, and only in one do we dream - visualize and 
imagine.  God’s Holy Spirit is active during this time.  In Genesis we learn that Joseph, Daniel, and Jacob all 
dreamt. There are many additional scripture passages telling us of resting and sleeping in the Psalms, and Job.  
Dreams can reveal who we are to us, as well as who God is.  Our past, present, future, and our anxieties are all 
intertwined.

Rev. Dr. Charles Packer suggested that when we have a perplexing question weighing on our mind, then the 
last thing we should think about before we drift off to sleep is that question.  Then, we, with a notepad and 

pencil on our nightstand, should immediately write down what we remember of our dreams as soon as we awake.  We may discover an 
insight, clarity.  He states that dreams could be divine gifts of disclosure. Dreams may offer answers to what our fears are: our reluc-
tances, our roles as spouses, parents, pastors, employees, and God’s children - what we should do...and what we shouldn’t do.

Since we are awake two-thirds of our lives, every day we awaken is a new chance at living.  In fact, Christianity offers an awakening 
-  an opportunity to be born again.  During our lives we are able to transition from bodily birth to spiritual birth to resurrection. We be-
come aware that there is Truth beyond our senses.  When Jesus spoke of death, he used the term sleep.  When he turned to the twelve-
year-old girl, he said, “Awake.”  And when he stated he was traveling to his friend, Lazarus, he stated he was on his way to awaken 
him.  Let us be awake to how God’s Holy Spirit may bring us closer to divine vision. ~  Rev. Dr. Barry W. Szymanski
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FCC Lenten 2019 Program

New day and time! Thank you everyone who responded to the 
Deacon's survey about the Lenten Program.  Based on your 
response, we will host a four-part program on Sunday morn-

ings starting on March 17th from 11:15-12:45.  Pastors Bill and 
Barry will be leading us in a discussion of the book, "Every-

thing Happens for a Reason and Other Lies I've Loved" by Kate 
Bowler.  They will make a brief presentation about the chapters 
for each week and provide questions for discussion around the 

tables.  Some reviewers have said that this story made the reader 
feel "more present, grateful and less alone...an inspiring story of 

finding faith" The Deacons will provide Brunch.

Please note that this year's 
Chili Cook-off 
and Bake-off 

competition will be held on 
Sunday, February 17th, 

right after the 
10:00 am service.  

Get ready!

The Plan for 
Lenten Devotions
A plan for another Lenten 
devotional is in the works 
and we are asking for your 
input. This years theme is 

"The Word." Do you have a 
favorite scripture - a verse that 
encourages you, lifts you up, gives you hope, helps 
you through your challenges? What about a prayer 
you hold close to your heart?  Would you consider 

sharing how your path has been lit by His light? 
Your words matter and someone needs to hear them 
so please don't wait, do it today! Please email your 
devotionals before Jan. 20, 2019 to the church or 

patreddy@deltaformsltd.com 

Operating Statement Summary 
 

Detailed financials are available at the office.

 Current Year Prior Year
Pledge Base Received 86.3% 85.3%
Pledge Income $479,449 $487,956
Total Income  $606,598 $592,927
Total Expense  $582,166 $542,621

Net Income $ 24,432 $50,306

Average Worship Attendance: 
 • 8 a.m. ~ 16 / 10 a.m. ~ 137 / Sunday School ~ 50 •

Slate of Nominees for 2019 to Date
( All are two-year terms unless indicated otherwise. *indicates being voted upon at Annual Meeting )

Moderator - Jim Harris*               
 
Vice Moderator - *
  
Past Moderator - Marianne King*

Treasurer - Rick Nowacki*  

Assistant Treasurer - Cindy Walsh*

Church Clerk - Scott Masloroff*
 
Year Round Delegate for the NACCC
Dick Berger*

Church Council At-Large
1 .  Mike Elwing – in 3rd year
2 .  Jon Stern – in 3rd year
3 .  Sarah DeYoung – in 3rd year
4 .  Bill Edens – in 3rd year
5 .  Dave Swanson - in 2nd year
6 .  Needed

Board of Congregational Care 
1 . Pat Reddy - in 2nd year
2 . Sharon Nortman - in 2nd year
3 . Chris Mason - in 2nd year
4 . John Sgarlata – in 3rd year
5 . Georgia Kletti – in 3rd year
6 . Margie Idzikowski – in 3rd year

Board of Stewardship/
Benevolences  
1 .  Carol Hudson - in 2nd year
2 .  Mike Huitink - in 2nd year
3 .  Hank Collis - in 2nd year
4 .  Jim Forrester - in 2nd year 
5 .  Barb Wells*
6 .  Ann Steinmitz-Harris*

Nominating Committee
1 . Laura Kletti*
2 . Dick Berger*
3 . Ed Probst*
   
Board of Christian Education
1 .  Julie Wills - in 2nd year
2 .  Sara King - in 2nd year
3 .  Patty Bartholf - in 2nd year
4 .  Sarah Hoffman - in 2nd year
5 .  Ardith Moore - in 2nd year
6.  Peggy Griffith*

Board of Fellowship
1 .  Susan Jeide - in 2nd year
2 .  MaryBeth Stevenson*
3 .  Sarah Clark – in 3rd year
4 .  Ryan Kangas – in 3rd year
5 .  Kelly Bartley – in 3rd year
6 .  Diane Saeger – in 3rd year
7 .  Holly Elwing – in 3rd year

Board of Trustees
1 .  Randy Sitzberger - in 2nd year
2.  Jennifer Wakefield – in 3rd year
3 .  Mary Kay Olsten – in 3rd year
4.  John Griffith – in 3rd year
5 .  Scott Rondeau – in 3rd year
6 .  Fred Kingsley – in 3rd year
7 .  David York*
8 .  Frank Sterbin*
9 .  Jay Kabelowski - in 2nd year

Personnel Committee
1 . Lisa Mauer*
2 . Marianne King
3 . Nick Sgarlata
4 . Diane Houriet-Collis
5 . Jane Boyd
6 . Merrill York*
7 . Jim Harris

Board of Deacons
1 .  Mary Berger - in 2nd year
2 .  Debbie York - in 2nd year
3 .  Dylan Hayden - in 2nd year
4 .  Needed
5 .  Needed
6 .  Needed
7 .  Needed
8 .  Needed
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Minutes of the 175th Annual Meeting ~ 
January 28, 2018

 
Meeting was called to order @ 10:51 AM  
by Moderator Nick Sgarlata

The congregation began with the reading of the Covenant

Approval of Minutes from the 174th Annual Meeting
•  Motion made by a member of the congregation to accept the 
minutes as written. Motion 2nd. Motion PWE

Treasurers Report: Report given by Rick Nowacki
•  Recognized Cindy Payette-Walsh & Chip Smith for all of 

their work to help him facilitate the role of Treasurer
•  Annual pledges exceeded $700,000
•  At the EOY 2017, the church exceeded $2.25 million in total 

assets which exceeded 2016 totals
•  99.6% of pledges budgeted came in but still slightly exceeded 

2016 pledges.
•  YTD net income was $49,250 and will be carried over as 

budgeted income for 2018
•  Operating expenses came in under budget for the year
•  15.43% net return ($278,592) on our investment funds. EOY 

Fund Balance Total $2,258,938

No questions were presented

Stewardship & Benevolence Report:  
Report given by J.C. Moore
•  In 2017, FCC-Tosa distributed $72,152 of which $28,902 

was given by the congregation through Special Offerings and 
distributed specifically to the Tosa Food Pantry, Myanmar/
Argentina/Mazahua Missions, Education Scholarships, The 
Salvation Army and The Rescue Mission.

•  Additional monies, $20,689, were given to local/domestic 
projects such as St Vincent Meal Program, Greater Tosa Inter-
faith, ASP Mission Trip, Sojourner Center, and Fisher House

•  Church Stewardship Campaign, ‘175 Years Young’, received 
pledges exceeding $555,000. Pledge count was down by 17 
due to loss of members, but the average pledge total was the 
highest it has been historically.

•  Thanks to the 199 families and individuals who continue to 
support FCC-Tosa and its ministry.

Budget & Finance Report: Report given by Marianne King
•  Thanked the Budget & Finance Committee, Jim D’Ambrisi, 

Sandy Davis, Butch & Jane Boyd, Rick Nowacki, John 
Griffith, Jim Harris and Chip Smith

•  The committee is presenting a balanced budget of $705,410. 
 o  A motion was asked for and given to accept the 2018 pro-

posed budget as presented. The motion was 2nd by a member 
of the congregation. Discussion opportunity was presented 
and none occurred. A verbal vote was called on the motion. 
Motion PWE. 

Recognition of Retiring Officers, Board & Committee Mem-
bers: Report given by Nick Sgarlata

A motion was given to accept the Nominees for 2018 as written 
on the 2018 Meeting Agenda. The motion was 2nd by a member 
of the congregation.  A verbal vote was called on the motion. 
Motion PWE. 

Congregation Home Report:  
Report given by Kris Sprtel: CEO of Congregational Home
•  Provide independent, assisted and skilled care. Encourage 

church members to come talk to admissions team at any time
•  Improvements to the facility are ongoing. 
•  Wellness Center is in the early development stages
•  New Chaplain Tesha Urban. 

NACCC Year Round Delegates Report:  
Report given by Rev Bill Trump
•  Retaining Oak Creek headquarters
•  Consider going to Annual Association meeting in San Diego

Moderator’s Comments: Report given by Nick Sgarlata
•  Monumental year in celebrating the 175th year of the found-

ing of our church
•  Thanked the congregation and his family for their support 

over the past year
•  Everyone’s involvement no matter the level of service is a true 

blessing to the mission of our church
•  Church membership continues to be financially generous yet 

we are doing so with less pledge units and this is a constant 
challenge. 

•  Programming at this church is exceptional due to the involve-
ment of the ministers and the membership

•  Long-Range Planning Committee. Marianne King, Peggy 
Griffith, Pierre Payne, Chip Smith, Jim Harris and Moderator 
Sgarlata
o Challenges ahead for us. Specifically, two proposed capi-

tal projects: the Chancel renovation and a new elevator. 
Upcoming meetings in February to discuss these. 

o  Committee focus has been attracting new member fami-
lies, engaging the existing congregation, and increasing 
the awareness of our church to the surrounding communi-
ty. Changing demographics may be the reason why FCC-
Tosa is not as prominent as it once was. It is the congrega-
tion's mission to spread the word about our church.

o  Three questions the committee has been looking at. Would 
appreciate input on the following:

•  What is one thing the church can do to keep our current mem-
bers involved?

•  What is one thing the church can do to attract new families?
•  What is one thing the church can do to increase community 

awareness?

Motion for adjournment was made and 2nd. PWE. Meeting 
adjourned at 11:18am by Moderator Sgarlata

The congregation closed with the choral benediction ‘Go Now 
In Peace’

Respectfully submitted,
Scott Masloroff
Church Clerk 

2019 Stewardship and Budget

 Thank you to all who have turned in your 2019 pledge cards.  As of December 18, we have received 169 pledges totaling 
$477,332.  While we expect to receive some additional pledges, due to the passing and loss of some long-time members, we are pro-
jecting a short-fall of at least $60,000 from our 2018 pledge base.  If you have turned in your pledge, please prayerfully consider if you 
are able to increase it to help First Church eliminate our projected shortfall.

 In light of the budget challenge we face, and with Chip Smith's recent decision, the Personnel Committee and Church Council 
are reviewing the job responsibilities of the Administrator's position to determine how best to reorganize those responsibilities between 
staff and lay members.
 While we had hoped to move forward this spring with the capital campaign for the chancel and elevator projects, the Trustees 
and Council feel it is best to put these plans on hold for the time being.  We need to work on balancing the operating budget for 2019 
and creating a sound financial plan for future years.

 We are facing some financial challenges; however, we are blessed with wonderful staff and dedicated members.  Let us work 
together, under God’s guidance, to solve these challenges so that we can continue to serve Him.

Blessings to each of you this joyous Christmas season as we celebrate the birth of Christ.

Jim Harris, Vice Moderator

A Note from Chip 

 In my apartment, on a table near a west-facing 
window, a great peace lily resides – though its leaves appear 
fatigued, struggling to adjust to the changing season, there is 
still much life in it.  I have been the proud caregiver for this 
plant for a little over three years.  It arrived at First Church 
on November 15, the day of my father’s funeral, given by my 
great uncle Jerry and following the service I claimed it as my 
own.  I haven’t had a great deal of interaction with my uncle 
in my lifetime, but the few occasions where I have had the 
pleasure of visiting with him, he has always encouraged me 
to pursue knowledge, higher learning.  He has advised me to 
aspire to become more complete and always give my utmost 
in these pursuits.  To this end, I have done the best that I am 
able with the opportunities I have been provided.  Now, for 
the past few months I have noticed that my beloved peace lily 
has become a careworn houseplant.  The bottom leaves are 
beginning to brown and it is not as vibrant and full as it once 
was.  I’ve talked with a few gardeners and plant lovers about 
this and they have all suggested three key improvements to 
implement in order for it to continue to grow and stay healthy.  
Trim its roots, re-pot it with fresh soil in a larger vessel and 
regularly water it – this, they all say, will reduce the stress 
that its currently under and allow it to be a more wholesome, 
healthy and flourishing plant that will extend its life and con-
tinue to be a welcome and loving presence in my apartment.  
 Like my peace lily, it is time for me to trim some of 
my roots, re-plant in a larger pot and discover God’s call for 
my own life.  It is with sadness and joyful expectancy for the 
future that I must resign from my current role as Administra-
tor and Building Superintendent in order to commit fully and 
intentionally to my studies, my internship here at FCC and 

expand the vessel I am planted in by spending time with other 
ministers, lay leaders and churches to uncover how and where 
God is moving, what soil is fertile and what soil needs to be 
tilled in my own life.  I will continue to be a presence at FCC 
as a member and an intern and will work with the new Ad-
ministrator and/or Building Superintendent for however long 
is required to ensure that they too are equipped to handle the 
manifold responsibilities entailed in this position.  
 Admittedly, I am quite nervous.  Water will be quite 
scarce in the coming year, and what if the new roots don’t take 
or the new pot is too large?  It is herein that I am forced to 
find God’s peace surrounding me.  It is here that I will be able 
to lean on Christ for the Living Water, learn to better trust in 
Him and release me from some of my sense of independence, 
for independence from God only fosters pride and sour fruit.  
It is with great humility that I thank all of you for having had 
the opportunity to grow with you for the past five and a half 
years in my current role.  I humbly ask for your prayers and 
continued support and look forward to seeing you on Sundays 
as fellow members and fellow ministers of the Gospel.  

Blessings,
Chip
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Minutes of the 175th Annual Meeting ~ 
January 28, 2018

 
Meeting was called to order @ 10:51 AM  
by Moderator Nick Sgarlata

The congregation began with the reading of the Covenant

Approval of Minutes from the 174th Annual Meeting
•  Motion made by a member of the congregation to accept the 
minutes as written. Motion 2nd. Motion PWE

Treasurers Report: Report given by Rick Nowacki
•  Recognized Cindy Payette-Walsh & Chip Smith for all of 

their work to help him facilitate the role of Treasurer
•  Annual pledges exceeded $700,000
•  At the EOY 2017, the church exceeded $2.25 million in total 

assets which exceeded 2016 totals
•  99.6% of pledges budgeted came in but still slightly exceeded 

2016 pledges.
•  YTD net income was $49,250 and will be carried over as 

budgeted income for 2018
•  Operating expenses came in under budget for the year
•  15.43% net return ($278,592) on our investment funds. EOY 

Fund Balance Total $2,258,938

No questions were presented

Stewardship & Benevolence Report:  
Report given by J.C. Moore
•  In 2017, FCC-Tosa distributed $72,152 of which $28,902 

was given by the congregation through Special Offerings and 
distributed specifically to the Tosa Food Pantry, Myanmar/
Argentina/Mazahua Missions, Education Scholarships, The 
Salvation Army and The Rescue Mission.

•  Additional monies, $20,689, were given to local/domestic 
projects such as St Vincent Meal Program, Greater Tosa Inter-
faith, ASP Mission Trip, Sojourner Center, and Fisher House

•  Church Stewardship Campaign, ‘175 Years Young’, received 
pledges exceeding $555,000. Pledge count was down by 17 
due to loss of members, but the average pledge total was the 
highest it has been historically.

•  Thanks to the 199 families and individuals who continue to 
support FCC-Tosa and its ministry.

Budget & Finance Report: Report given by Marianne King
•  Thanked the Budget & Finance Committee, Jim D’Ambrisi, 

Sandy Davis, Butch & Jane Boyd, Rick Nowacki, John 
Griffith, Jim Harris and Chip Smith

•  The committee is presenting a balanced budget of $705,410. 
 o  A motion was asked for and given to accept the 2018 pro-

posed budget as presented. The motion was 2nd by a member 
of the congregation. Discussion opportunity was presented 
and none occurred. A verbal vote was called on the motion. 
Motion PWE. 

Recognition of Retiring Officers, Board & Committee Mem-
bers: Report given by Nick Sgarlata

A motion was given to accept the Nominees for 2018 as written 
on the 2018 Meeting Agenda. The motion was 2nd by a member 
of the congregation.  A verbal vote was called on the motion. 
Motion PWE. 

Congregation Home Report:  
Report given by Kris Sprtel: CEO of Congregational Home
•  Provide independent, assisted and skilled care. Encourage 

church members to come talk to admissions team at any time
•  Improvements to the facility are ongoing. 
•  Wellness Center is in the early development stages
•  New Chaplain Tesha Urban. 

NACCC Year Round Delegates Report:  
Report given by Rev Bill Trump
•  Retaining Oak Creek headquarters
•  Consider going to Annual Association meeting in San Diego

Moderator’s Comments: Report given by Nick Sgarlata
•  Monumental year in celebrating the 175th year of the found-

ing of our church
•  Thanked the congregation and his family for their support 

over the past year
•  Everyone’s involvement no matter the level of service is a true 

blessing to the mission of our church
•  Church membership continues to be financially generous yet 

we are doing so with less pledge units and this is a constant 
challenge. 

•  Programming at this church is exceptional due to the involve-
ment of the ministers and the membership

•  Long-Range Planning Committee. Marianne King, Peggy 
Griffith, Pierre Payne, Chip Smith, Jim Harris and Moderator 
Sgarlata
o Challenges ahead for us. Specifically, two proposed capi-

tal projects: the Chancel renovation and a new elevator. 
Upcoming meetings in February to discuss these. 

o  Committee focus has been attracting new member fami-
lies, engaging the existing congregation, and increasing 
the awareness of our church to the surrounding communi-
ty. Changing demographics may be the reason why FCC-
Tosa is not as prominent as it once was. It is the congrega-
tion's mission to spread the word about our church.

o  Three questions the committee has been looking at. Would 
appreciate input on the following:

•  What is one thing the church can do to keep our current mem-
bers involved?

•  What is one thing the church can do to attract new families?
•  What is one thing the church can do to increase community 

awareness?

Motion for adjournment was made and 2nd. PWE. Meeting 
adjourned at 11:18am by Moderator Sgarlata

The congregation closed with the choral benediction ‘Go Now 
In Peace’

Respectfully submitted,
Scott Masloroff
Church Clerk 

2019 Stewardship and Budget

 Thank you to all who have turned in your 2019 pledge cards.  As of December 18, we have received 169 pledges totaling 
$477,332.  While we expect to receive some additional pledges, due to the passing and loss of some long-time members, we are pro-
jecting a short-fall of at least $60,000 from our 2018 pledge base.  If you have turned in your pledge, please prayerfully consider if you 
are able to increase it to help First Church eliminate our projected shortfall.

 In light of the budget challenge we face, and with Chip Smith's recent decision, the Personnel Committee and Church Council 
are reviewing the job responsibilities of the Administrator's position to determine how best to reorganize those responsibilities between 
staff and lay members.
 While we had hoped to move forward this spring with the capital campaign for the chancel and elevator projects, the Trustees 
and Council feel it is best to put these plans on hold for the time being.  We need to work on balancing the operating budget for 2019 
and creating a sound financial plan for future years.

 We are facing some financial challenges; however, we are blessed with wonderful staff and dedicated members.  Let us work 
together, under God’s guidance, to solve these challenges so that we can continue to serve Him.

Blessings to each of you this joyous Christmas season as we celebrate the birth of Christ.

Jim Harris, Vice Moderator

A Note from Chip 

 In my apartment, on a table near a west-facing 
window, a great peace lily resides – though its leaves appear 
fatigued, struggling to adjust to the changing season, there is 
still much life in it.  I have been the proud caregiver for this 
plant for a little over three years.  It arrived at First Church 
on November 15, the day of my father’s funeral, given by my 
great uncle Jerry and following the service I claimed it as my 
own.  I haven’t had a great deal of interaction with my uncle 
in my lifetime, but the few occasions where I have had the 
pleasure of visiting with him, he has always encouraged me 
to pursue knowledge, higher learning.  He has advised me to 
aspire to become more complete and always give my utmost 
in these pursuits.  To this end, I have done the best that I am 
able with the opportunities I have been provided.  Now, for 
the past few months I have noticed that my beloved peace lily 
has become a careworn houseplant.  The bottom leaves are 
beginning to brown and it is not as vibrant and full as it once 
was.  I’ve talked with a few gardeners and plant lovers about 
this and they have all suggested three key improvements to 
implement in order for it to continue to grow and stay healthy.  
Trim its roots, re-pot it with fresh soil in a larger vessel and 
regularly water it – this, they all say, will reduce the stress 
that its currently under and allow it to be a more wholesome, 
healthy and flourishing plant that will extend its life and con-
tinue to be a welcome and loving presence in my apartment.  
 Like my peace lily, it is time for me to trim some of 
my roots, re-plant in a larger pot and discover God’s call for 
my own life.  It is with sadness and joyful expectancy for the 
future that I must resign from my current role as Administra-
tor and Building Superintendent in order to commit fully and 
intentionally to my studies, my internship here at FCC and 

expand the vessel I am planted in by spending time with other 
ministers, lay leaders and churches to uncover how and where 
God is moving, what soil is fertile and what soil needs to be 
tilled in my own life.  I will continue to be a presence at FCC 
as a member and an intern and will work with the new Ad-
ministrator and/or Building Superintendent for however long 
is required to ensure that they too are equipped to handle the 
manifold responsibilities entailed in this position.  
 Admittedly, I am quite nervous.  Water will be quite 
scarce in the coming year, and what if the new roots don’t take 
or the new pot is too large?  It is herein that I am forced to 
find God’s peace surrounding me.  It is here that I will be able 
to lean on Christ for the Living Water, learn to better trust in 
Him and release me from some of my sense of independence, 
for independence from God only fosters pride and sour fruit.  
It is with great humility that I thank all of you for having had 
the opportunity to grow with you for the past five and a half 
years in my current role.  I humbly ask for your prayers and 
continued support and look forward to seeing you on Sundays 
as fellow members and fellow ministers of the Gospel.  

Blessings,
Chip
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Happy New Year!
(Office is closed.)

2
6:30 am 
Men's Bible Study
7 am 
Women's Ministry
6 pm Debtors Anon
7 pm Personnel

3
10 am Sidetracks

4
8:00 am Prep- 
St. Vincent's
5:15 pm Serve at 
St. Vincent's
6:00 pm  Dinner for 
Carroll
7:30 pm  Carroll 
Concert

5
 10 am Purls 
of Wisdom

6
8 am Taize Chapel Wor-
ship & Communion
8:30 am Covenant Class
8:45 am 
Adult Learning Hr.
9 am Discovery Kids, 
Jr. Choir
10 am Worship in the 
Nave/Caroll Uni. Sing/
Children in Church/PF/
SS/Nursery
11 am Coffee Fellowship
4 pm PF: Chill, Chat &
Challenge

7
9 am Harmony 
Singers
12:30 pm Heritage 
Garden Club
7 pm Al Anon,
8 pm AA - Charlie 
Stone Group

8
9 am Yoga
12 pm Circle 7
6:45 pm Boy Scouts
7 pm Church Council

9
6:30 am Men's 
Ministry 
7 am Women's 
Ministry
9 am Cream City Rug 
Club
6 pm Debtors Anon.

10
9 am Big Band
10 am Sidetracks
6 pm BSF, St. Mark's 
AME Dinner

11 12
9 am
Lay Ministry 
Course

13
8 am Chapel Worship
8:45 am 
Adult Learning Hr.
9 am Bd/Fellowship, 
Discovery Kids, Jr. Choir
10 am Worship in 
the Nave/Children in 
Church/PF/SS/Nursery
11 am Coffee Fellowship

14
9 am Harmony 
Singers
5 pm Faith Finders 
Dinner
5:30 pm Faith Finders
6:30 pm Bd/Deacons
7 pm Al-Anon, Bd. 
Trustees, CE
8 pm AA - Charlie 
Stone Group

15
9 am Yoga
6:45 pm Boy Scouts 
7 pm Historic Heights 
Book Club, Tosa 
Quilters

16
6:30 am 
Men's Bible Study
7 am 
Women's Ministry
12:15 pm Lunch at 
Cong Home
6 pm Debtors Anon

17
9 am Big Band
10 am Sidetracks
6 pm BSF
6:30 pm Handbells
7:30 pm FCC Choir

18 19

20
8 am Chapel Worship
8:30 am Covenant Class
8:45 am Adult Learning
9 am Discovery Kids, 
Jr. Choir
10 am Worship in the 
Nave/Jr. Choir sing/
Children in Church/SS/
PF/Nursery
11 am Coffee Fellowship

21
9 am Harmony 
Singers
5:30 pm Bd/
Congregational Care
7 pm Al Anon
8 pm AA

22
9 am Yoga
5:30 pm 
Communications
6:45 pm Boy Scouts 
7 pm Church Council

23
6:30 am 
Men's Ministry
7 am 
Women's Ministry
6 pm Debtors Anon

24
9 am Big Band
10 am Sidetracks 
6 pm BSF
6:30 pm Handbells
7:30 pm FCC Choir

25
6 pm Fab Flicks at 
First

26
8 am 
Civic H.S. 
Competition

27
8 am Chapel Worship
8:45 am Adult Learning 
9 am Discovery Kids, 
Jr. Choir, LRP
10 am Worship in 
the Nave/Children in 
Church/SS/PF/Nursery
10:30 am 
Annual Meeting
11:15 am 
Coffee Fellowship

28
9 am Harmony 
Singers
7 pm Al Anon
8 pm AA

29
9 am Yoga
6:45 pm Boy Scouts 

30
7 am 
Women's Ministry
6 pm Debtors Anon

31
9 am Big Band
10 am Sidetracks 
6 pm BSF
6:30 pm Handbells
7:30 pm FCC Choir
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Happy New Year!
(Office is closed.)

2
6:30 am 
Men's Bible Study
7 am 
Women's Ministry
6 pm Debtors Anon
7 pm Personnel

3
10 am Sidetracks

4
8:00 am Prep- 
St. Vincent's
5:15 pm Serve at 
St. Vincent's
6:00 pm  Dinner for 
Carroll
7:30 pm  Carroll 
Concert

5
 10 am Purls 
of Wisdom

6
8 am Taize Chapel Wor-
ship & Communion
8:30 am Covenant Class
8:45 am 
Adult Learning Hr.
9 am Discovery Kids, 
Jr. Choir
10 am Worship in the 
Nave/Caroll Uni. Sing/
Children in Church/PF/
SS/Nursery
11 am Coffee Fellowship
4 pm PF: Chill, Chat &
Challenge

7
9 am Harmony 
Singers
12:30 pm Heritage 
Garden Club
7 pm Al Anon,
8 pm AA - Charlie 
Stone Group

8
9 am Yoga
12 pm Circle 7
6:45 pm Boy Scouts
7 pm Church Council

9
6:30 am Men's 
Ministry 
7 am Women's 
Ministry
9 am Cream City Rug 
Club
6 pm Debtors Anon.

10
9 am Big Band
10 am Sidetracks
6 pm BSF, St. Mark's 
AME Dinner

11 12
9 am
Lay Ministry 
Course

13
8 am Chapel Worship
8:45 am 
Adult Learning Hr.
9 am Bd/Fellowship, 
Discovery Kids, Jr. Choir
10 am Worship in 
the Nave/Children in 
Church/PF/SS/Nursery
11 am Coffee Fellowship

14
9 am Harmony 
Singers
5 pm Faith Finders 
Dinner
5:30 pm Faith Finders
6:30 pm Bd/Deacons
7 pm Al-Anon, Bd. 
Trustees, CE
8 pm AA - Charlie 
Stone Group

15
9 am Yoga
6:45 pm Boy Scouts 
7 pm Historic Heights 
Book Club, Tosa 
Quilters

16
6:30 am 
Men's Bible Study
7 am 
Women's Ministry
12:15 pm Lunch at 
Cong Home
6 pm Debtors Anon

17
9 am Big Band
10 am Sidetracks
6 pm BSF
6:30 pm Handbells
7:30 pm FCC Choir

18 19

20
8 am Chapel Worship
8:30 am Covenant Class
8:45 am Adult Learning
9 am Discovery Kids, 
Jr. Choir
10 am Worship in the 
Nave/Jr. Choir sing/
Children in Church/SS/
PF/Nursery
11 am Coffee Fellowship

21
9 am Harmony 
Singers
5:30 pm Bd/
Congregational Care
7 pm Al Anon
8 pm AA

22
9 am Yoga
5:30 pm 
Communications
6:45 pm Boy Scouts 
7 pm Church Council

23
6:30 am 
Men's Ministry
7 am 
Women's Ministry
6 pm Debtors Anon

24
9 am Big Band
10 am Sidetracks 
6 pm BSF
6:30 pm Handbells
7:30 pm FCC Choir

25
6 pm Fab Flicks at 
First

26
8 am 
Civic H.S. 
Competition

27
8 am Chapel Worship
8:45 am Adult Learning 
9 am Discovery Kids, 
Jr. Choir, LRP
10 am Worship in 
the Nave/Children in 
Church/SS/PF/Nursery
10:30 am 
Annual Meeting
11:15 am 
Coffee Fellowship

28
9 am Harmony 
Singers
7 pm Al Anon
8 pm AA

29
9 am Yoga
6:45 pm Boy Scouts 

30
7 am 
Women's Ministry
6 pm Debtors Anon

31
9 am Big Band
10 am Sidetracks 
6 pm BSF
6:30 pm Handbells
7:30 pm FCC Choir
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Lectionary Readings
January 7  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Baptism of the Lord
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Genesis 1:1-5
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 29
New Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Acts 19:1-7
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mark 1:4-11

January 14  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1 Samuel 3:1-10
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
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Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .John 1:43-51

January 21  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Psalm 62:5-12
New Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mark 1:14-20

January 28  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4th Sunday after the Epiphany
Old Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Psalmody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Psalm 111
New Testament  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Gospel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Mark 1:21-28

Church Family News
DEATH

Verna Reich passed away on Wednesday, November 28, 2018.      
Services were held.

Richard Werwath passed away on Monday, December 10, 2018.  
Services were held.
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C O N G R E G A T I O N A L

C O L U M N S
2018 Annual Report of the Senior Minister                With hope for the future, Bill Trump

 This is my seventh Annual Report to you as Senior Minister of First Congregational 
Church of Wauwatosa. The time has flown by, as we have shared both joys and sorrows.  The 
focus of our lives, as a community of faith, is the worship we share together as we seek God’s 
will for the life of our church.  It has been a year of sporadic attendance; some Sundays have 
been delightfully full – and others a little sparse.
 This has been a year of both peaks and valleys in the life of our church.  This year saw 
a significant drop in pledge income because of the loss, through attrition and death, of some 
of our valued members.  As of this writing, the leadership of the church is working hard on 
solutions for these challenging times.  2018 was also a time of new ideas and high energy  as 
we continue to minister in Christ’s name to a changing world. A large percentage of our church 
leadership gathered together last spring at a wonderful Saturday morning meeting to brain-
storm and to identify new directions for our ministries.
 We have a dedicated group of people who have been hard at work on developing a 
possible Saturday worship.  Numerous improvements have been implemented in communicat-
ing events to our membership and to the surrounding community.  The possibility of opening a 
preschool here at First Church has found new energy.  We are working on these new ideas and 
more, so as to better minister in today’s world.
 As I have said many times, our Christian Education program is the most important 
program of the church - ours is very healthy.  This year’s Covenant Class of twelve has been  a 
delight.  The students are engaged in their classes and faithful in their attendance.  Chip Smith, 
Tonia Wallner and I are truly enjoying these young adults as they learn about the Christian 
faith.  Sunday School attendance has been quite good - we are blessed with an amazing group 
of qualified and compassionate teachers.  Our Pilgrim Fellowship classes on Sunday morn-
ings have been well- attended, as have the group’s social gatherings.  Having the support and 
involvement of the parents makes these programs the success that they are. 
 The Community Through Understanding group has had an active year with events 
that seek a greater level of understanding of other faith groups in our communities.  This year, 
we have had events with the Islamic community, our Jewish neighbors, and local Sikh con-
gregations. All have been well attended by our members and by others from the area. We look 
forward to possible events with St. Mark’s A.M.E. Church, and others, next year. 
 This year, as always, the daily responsibilities of being a minister of this church have 
been challenging.  I have sought to be sensitive to the thoughts and ideas of the congregation 
and to accurately focus my direction and leadership going forward in the direction, I feel God 
is leading us as a church .  
 I remain grateful for those who make the work of our church so successful.  When we 
work with one another, always holding our actions and words to the standard of Christ’s love, 
we are an effective witness for God in our community. I want to express my thanks for the hard 
work and commitment of our members, staff, and volunteers that make our ministry successful.
 As I have often said, we must learn to address the unique needs and concerns of our 
times and the changing structure of society if we are to move effectively into the future.  People 
have a diminishing amount of time to give to the church because of increased demands on their 
time and energy. We must find new ways to respond to the changes in our world.  The world has 
changed, and so must the church.  
 I am truly grateful to you and to all those who have been so helpful, caring and sup-
portive during this past year.  

May God Bless you all,  
William S. Trump, Jr.
Senior Minister

A newsletter of First Congregational Church – Wauwatosa
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