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To understand the real Muslim
woman …....who is often
misunderstood by the negative
perception of the veil….we need to
clearly differentiate her God- given
rights according to true Islamic
beliefs and traditions and diverse
cultural practices among Muslims
worldwide, that are often not
consistent with true Islam.

Family, society and ultimately the whole of
mankind is treated by Islam on an ethical basis.
Differentiation in gender is neither a credit nor a
drawback for men or women.
Therefore, when we talk about status of woman in
Islam it should not lead us to think that Islam has
no specific guidelines, limitations, responsibilities
or obligations for men.
What makes one valuable and respectable in the
eyes of Allah, the Creator of mankind and the
universe, is neither one's wealth, position,
intelligence, physical strength nor beauty, but only
one's God-consciousness.

Misconceptions about Women in
Islam
*Muslim women are slaves to their husbands/
inferior to them
*Women are forced by their husbands to
cover
*Women are backward
*Women are oppressed in Islam
*Women are completely devoid of spiritual,
social, economic or political rights

*God created men and women to be
different, with unique roles, functions and
skills.
*Islam recognizes and fosters the natural
differences between men and women
despite their equality, and guarantees
women several rights.
*The Quran states in Chapter 92 Verse
3-4:
“By the creation of the male and female;
Verily, the ends ye strive for are

There is an entire chapter in
the Quran named:
‘An- Nisa’- meaning:
‘The Woman’.
Islam recognizes women as
individuals with specific rights.

MAN AND WOMAN IN ISLAM : SAME
IN NATURE
He (God) it is who did create you from a single
soul and therefrom did create his mate, that he
might dwell with her (in love)...
(Qur'an
7:189)
And Allah has given you mates of your own
nature, and has given you from your mates,
children and grandchildren, and has made
provision of good things for you… (Qur'an 16:72)

• Since men and women came
from the same essence, they
are equal in their humanity.
• Neither gender can be
‘superior’ as it would be a
contradiction of equality.

MEN AND WOMEN:SPIRITUAL
ASPECT
Fourteen hundred years ago, Islam made
women equally accountable to God, in
glorifying and worshipping Him, doing
righteous deeds -setting no limits on her
moral progress, and established a
women’s spiritual equality with men.

The Quran says…
“"Every soul will be (held) in pledge for its
deeds" (Qur'an 74:38).
“Whoever works righteousness, man or
woman, and has faith, verily to him will We give
a new life that is good and pure, and We will
bestow on such their reward according to the
their actions. “ (Qur'an16:97)

In terms of religious obligations, such as the Daily
Prayers, Fasting, Zakat, and Pilgrimage, woman is
no different from man
“Lo! Men who surrender unto Allah, and
women who surrender, and men who believe and
women who believe, and men who obey and
women who obey, and men who speak the truth
and women who speak the truth …and men who
are humble and women who are humble, and men
who give alms and women who give alms, and
men who fast and women who fast, and men who
guard their modesty and women who guard (their
modesty), and men who remember Allah and
women who remember-Allah hath prepared for
them forgiveness and a vast reward. “(33:35).

"And whoever does righteous deeds, whether
male or female, and he/she is a believer - they
will enter the Garden, and not the least
injustice will be done to them."
Holy Qur'an (4:124)
“...So their Lord accepted their prayers, (saying): I
will not suffer to be lost the work of any of you
whether male or female. You proceed one from
another ...(Qur'an 3: 195).

The Social Aspect
During Pre-Islamic Arabia birth of a female
was a source of shame and the Quran
condemned this practice…
"And when (on the Day of Judgement) the
female (infant) buried alive - is questioned,
for what crime she was killed."
(Qur'an 81:8-9).

Criticizing the attitudes of such parents who
reject their female children, the Qur'an
states:
“When news is brought to one of them, of (the
Birth of) a female (child), his face darkens and he
is filled with inward grief! With shame does he hide
himself from his people because of the bad news
he has had! Shall he retain her on (sufferance) and
contempt, or bury her in the dust? Ah! What an evil
(choice) they decide on? “
(Qur'an 16: 58-59).

Among the sayings of Prophet Muhammad
in this regard are the following:
“ Whosoever has a daughter and he does
not bury her alive, does not insult her, and
does not favor his son over her, God will
enter him into Paradise.
“
(Ibn Hanbal, No. 1957).
“Whosoever supports two daughters till they
mature, he and I will come in the day of
judgment as this (and he pointed with his two
fingers held together).”

Right to Education
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
"Seeking knowledge is mandatory for every Muslim".
(Al Bayhaqi)
The Quran repeatedly commands all readers to read, to
recite, to think, to contemplate, as well as to learn from the
signs of Allah.
In fact, the very first revelation to Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH)) was concerned with knowledge, and the first word
revealed was “Iqra”.. Meaning… “Read..”
Lectures of the Prophet were attended by audiences of
both men and women
By the time of the Prophet's death, there were many
women scholars.

The Muslim Woman as a Wife:
The Qur'an clearly indicates that marriage is
sharing between the two halves of the society,
and that its objectives, besides perpetuating
human life, are emotional well-being and
spiritual harmony. Marriage in Islam is based on
love and mercy.
“And among His Signs is this, that He created
for you mates from among yourselves that you
may dwell in tranquility with them, and He has
put love and mercy between your (hearts); verily
in that are signs for those who reflect.” (Quran
30:21)

RIGHTS IN THE REALM OF
MARRIAGE …
*The Muslim woman has the right to
accept or reject marriage proposals.
*Her consent is a prerequisite to the
validity of the marital contract,
according to the Prophet's teachings.
*She has the right to retain her family
name.

*The Muslim woman has the right to a separate
home.
*She has the right to her Mahr – marital gift.
*The right to negotiate marriage terms of her
choice (pre-nuptial agreement)
*She has the right to be satisfied by her
husband.
*She has the right to divorce her husband.
*The right to have custody of their children
after divorce

*The husband is responsible for the
maintenance, protection, and overall
leadership of the family, within the
framework of consultation and kindness.
*Maintenance of a home, providing support
to her husband, and bearing, raising, and
teaching of children are among the highly
regarded roles for a woman.

*Should marital disputes arise, the Quran
encourages couples to resolve them
privately in a spirit of fairness.
*Under no circumstances does the Quran
encourage, allow, or condone family
violence or physical abuse.

The Qur'an states:

"...But consort with them in kindness, for if you hate
them it may happen that you hate a thing wherein
God has placed much good." (Qur'an 4: l9).

Prophet Muhammed (PBUH) said:

“The most perfect believers are the best in
conduct and best of you are those who are best to
their wives.”

Prophet Muhammed (PBUH) instructed
Muslims regarding women:
“I commend you to be kind to women.”

MUSLIM WOMEN-ECONOMIC
ASPECTS
*The Muslim woman has the right to

possess personal property- buy, sell,
mortgage, lease without anyone’s
permission being required.
*The Muslim woman has the right to
inherit.
*Muslim women have the right to have a
final will.

Right to Education
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
"Seeking knowledge is mandatory for every Muslim".
(Al Bayhaqi)
The Quran repeatedly commands all readers to read, to
recite, to think, to contemplate, as well as to learn from the
signs of Allah.
In fact, the very first revelation to Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH)) was concerned with knowledge, and the first word
revealed was “Iqra”.. Meaning… “Read..”
Lectures of the Prophet were attended by audiences of
both men and women
By the time of the Prophet's death, there were many
women scholars.

*In Islam the wife’s property and earnings
are under her full control and for her use
alone. No matter how rich the wife might
be, she is not obliged to act as a coprovider unless she herself voluntarily
chooses to do
so.
*She can run her own business and no
one has any claim on her earnings
including her husband if she is married,
nor her father if she is not.

THE QURAN STATES..
"Whatever men earn, they have a share of
that and whatever women earn, they
have a share in that."
(Qur'an 4:31)
*Islam does not restrict women from using
their talent in any field.
*Muslim women today are actively
engaged in every field of endeavor, and
throughout history were not confined to
child-rearing and household occupations.

*If she has the skills to work outside the
home for the good of the community,
she may choose to do so as long as her
family obligations are met.
*Despite her earning, and even if she is
wealthy, she has a right to be supported
by her husband-because financial
support is his responsibility

THE QURAN STATES…
“And in no way covet those things in
which Allah (God) has bestowed his
gifts more freely on some of you than
on others. To men is allotted what they
earn, and to women, what they earn;
but ask Allah (God) of his bounty for
Allah (God) hath full knowledge of all
things.”
(Chapter 4 Verse 32:

SOCIAL ASPECT CONTD…
AS A MOTHER:

Islam considers kindness to parents next to the
worship of God.
"Show gratitude to Me and to your parents:
to Me is (your final) destiny." (Quran 31:14)
The Qur'an has a special recommendation for
the good treatment of mothers
"And we have enjoined upon man (to be
good) to his parents: His mother bears him in
weakness upon weakness..." (Qur'an 31:14) (See
also Qur'an 46:15, 29:8).

The Quran says
Chapter 4 entitled- “Woman”, Verse 1 :
“O mankind! Be careful of your duty to your
Lord Who created you from a single soul,
and from it its mate, and from them both
have spread abroad a multitude of men and
women. Be careful of your duty to Allah
(God) in Whom you claim your rights of one
another, and towards the womb (who bore
you). Lo Allah has been a Watcher over you.”

SOCIAL ASPECT ..contd..

Islam emphasizes modesty and
dignity of dress for women.

The ‘Hijab’ or head scarf is a
symbol of modesty and
obedience to a divine mandate.

WHAT IS HIJAB?
The word itself comes from the Arabic word
"hajaba" meaning to conceal or hide from view.
Hijab is the modest covering of the head and body
of Muslim women.
Clothing is only one facet of hijab.
It is also behavior, manner, and speech.

Women who wear the hijab do not find it
inhibiting, impractical, or interfering but
liberating
Modesty in dress and behavior is a
personal responsibility.
Both man and woman are responsible
according to the following verses of the
Holy Quran.

THE QURAN STATES….

“Say to the believing men that they
should lower their gaze and guard their
modesty: that will make for greater purity
for them: and Allah is well acquainted with
all that they do. that they should draw
their veils over their bosoms and not
display their beauty except to their
husbands, their fathers, their husbands'
fathers, their sons, their husbands' sons,
their brothers, or their brothers' sons, or
their sisters' sons.”
Holy Qur'an (24:30-31)

THE POLITICAL ASPECTS OF THE
RIGHTS OF A MUSLIM WOMAN
*Right to vote

*Participation in political affairs
*Right to run for office
*Women can be in leadership positions
*Participation in public affairs
- During the Caliphate of Omar Ibn al-Khattab, a
woman argued with him in the mosque, proved her
point, and caused him to declare in the presence of
people: “The woman is right and Omar is wrong.”

IN ISLAMIC HISTORY WOMEN..

*Fought in battles and treated the
wounded
*Were consulted about who should
succeed Muhammad when he died
*Contributed to the collection and
compilation of the Quran
*Prayed with men in mosques
*Owned and sold property

So with all these rights do the
Muslim
women in reality
lack "freedom” …
just because they cover and
dress modestly?

