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I. PRELIMINARY
CONSIDERATIONS
§ Islam vs. “Muslims”
§ Distinguish between the teachings of a
religion versus the words or actions of its
followers
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Preliminary Considerations

Primary sources of Islam:
ØQur’an

ØPractice (Sunnah) of Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh*)
*pbuh = Peace be upon him
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II. HUMAN EQUALITY
§ One humanity before God:
§ Qur’an 49:13: “O mankind! Behold, We
have created you all out of a male and a
female, and have made you into nations
and tribes, so that you might come to
know one another. Verily, the noblest of
you in the sight of God is the one who is
most deeply conscious of Him. Behold,
God is all-knowing, all-aware.”
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HUMAN EQUALITY AND
BROTHERHOOD

§ Addressed to all mankind
§ All descended from Adam and Eve
§ Diversity is for a positive purpose: to
know each other
§ No man or woman is better than any
other except in God-consciousness
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III.
JUSTICE AND
KINDNESS
§ General Rule: Urged to Treat Non-Muslims
with Kindness and Justice
§ Qur’an 60:8: “As for such [of the unbelievers]
as do not fight against you on account of [your]
faith, and neither drive you forth from your
homelands, God does not forbid you to show
them kindness and to behave towards them
with full equity: for, verily, God loves those who
act equitably.”
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JUSTICE AND
KINDNESS

§
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Arabic original:
Ø

God has special love for
those who are just.

Ø

God encourages birr: the
same kind of kindness
that we are encouraged
to give to our parents.

َلَا يَنْهَاكُمُ اللَّهُ عَنِ الَّذِين
لَمْ يُقَاتِلُوكُمْ فِي
الدِّينِ وَلَمْ يُخْرِجُوكُم
ْمِّن دِيَارِكُمْ أَن تَبَرُّوهُم
َّوَتُقْسِطُوا إِلَيْهِمْ إِن
َاللَّهَ يُحِبُّ الْمُقْسِطِين

JUSTICE AND
KINDNESS
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§

Minimum requirement: Justice

§

Qur’an 4:135: “O YOU who have attained to faith! Be
ever steadfast in upholding equity, bearing witness to
the truth for the sake of God, even though it be
against your own selves or your parents and kinsfolk.
Whether the person concerned be rich or poor, God's
claim takes precedence over [the claims of] either of
them. Do not, then, follow your own desires, lest you
swerve from justice: for if you distort [the truth],
behold, God is indeed aware of all that you do!”

IV.
FREEDOM OF
RELIGION
§ Rule: No Compulsion in
Religion

§ Qur’an 2:256 “There shall
be no coercion in matters
of faith. Distinct has now
become the right way
from [the way of] error:
hence, he who rejects the
powers of evil and
believes in God has
indeed taken hold of a
support most unfailing,
which shall never give
way: for God is allhearing, all-knowing.”
AJQ

لاَ إِكْرَاهَ فِي
الدِّينِ قَد
ُتَّبَيَّنَ الرُّشْد
ْمِنَ الْغَيِّ فَمَن
ْيَكْفُر
ِبِالطَّاغُوت
ِوَيُؤْمِن بِاللّه
َفَقَدِ اسْتَمْسَك
ِبِالْعُرْوَة
َالْوُثْقَىَ لا

FREEDOM OF
RELIGION

§
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Many other verses
from the Qur’an
uniformly
emphasize
guidance is from
God and faith
cannot be
compelled

§ Qur’an 6:107: “Yet if
God had so willed, they
would not have
ascribed divinity to
aught besides Him;
hence, We have not
made you their keeper,
nor are you (of your
own choice) a guardian
over them.”

FREEDOM OF
RELIGION

§
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Qur’an 88:21-22:
“And so, [O
Prophet,] exhort
them; thy task is
only to exhort:
thou canst not
compel them [to
believe].”

§

Qur’an 17:53, 54: "And
tell my servants that
they should speak in a
most kindly manner
(unto those who do not
share their beliefs).
Verily, Satan is always
ready to stir up discord
between men; for
verily; Satan is man’s
foe... Hence, We have
not sent you (unto men
O Prophet) with power
to determine their
Faith."

FREEDOM OF
RELIGION
§

Qur’an 16:125
Call thou (all mankind)
unto thy Sustainer's path
with wisdom and goodly
exhortation, and argue
with them in the most
kindly manner- for,
behold, thy Sustainer
knows best as to who
strays from His path, and
best knows He as to who
are the right-guided.

§

Qur’an 2:114
Hence, who could be more
wicked than those who bar
the mention of God's name
from [any of] His houses of
worship and strive for their
ruin, [although] they have
no right to enter them save
in fear [of God]? For them,
in this world, there is
ignominy in store; and for
them, in the life to come,
awesome suffering.

(Compare Qur’an 22:40 below.)
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FREEDOM OF
RELIGION

§

Historical record of “conquered areas”
Ø Christian Arabs
Ø 40% Christian at time of the Crusades
Ø Palestinian Arabs 20% Christian in 1948
Ø Spain: 800 years: never majority Muslim
Ø India: 800 years: never majority Muslim
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FREEDOM OF
RELIGION
Church of the Holy Sepulchre
Church of the Nativity
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FREEDOM OF
RELIGION
Cordoba
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Taj Mahal

FREEDOM OF RELIGION

§

Statements: western/Christian historians
(cont.):

§

"The reader will find, in my treatment of the Arabs'
conquests and the reason of their victories, that force was
never a factor in the spread of the Koranic teachings, and
that the Arabs left those they had subdued free to exercise
their religious beliefs. If it happened that some Christian
peoples embraced Islam and adopted Arabic as their
language, it was mainly due to the various kinds of justice
on the part of the Arab victors, with the like of which the
non-Moslems were not acquainted. It was also due to the
tolerance and leniency of Islam, which was unknown to the
other religions.”

Ø
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Dr. Gustav LeBon, "Civilization of the Arabs“ (1884)

V. ATTITUDE TOWARDS
OTHER RELIGIONS
Qur’an 5: 48: “…Unto everyone of you We have
appointed a (different) law and way of life. And if
God had so willed, He could surely have made
you all one single community: but [He willed it
otherwise] in order to test you by means of what
He has vouchsafed unto you. Vie, then, with
one another in doing good works! Unto God you
all must return; and then He will make you truly
understand all that on which you were wont to
differ.”
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ATTITUDE TOWARDS OTHER
RELIGIONS

Qur’an 22:40: “Did not God check one
set of people by means of another, there
would surely have been pulled down
monasteries, churches, synagogues, and
mosques, in which the name of God is
commemorated in abundant measure.”
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ATTITUDE TOWARDS OTHER
RELIGIONS

Qur’an 2:62: “VERILY, those who have
attained to faith [in this divine writ], as
well as those who follow the Jewish faith,
and the Christians, and the Sabians - all
who believe in God and the Last Day and
do righteous deeds - shall have their
reward with their Sustainer; and no fear
need they have, and neither shall they
grieve.”
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ATTITUDE TOWARDS OTHER
RELIGIONS

Qur’an 5:69: “for, verily, those who have
attained to faith [in this divine writ], as
well as those who follow the Jewish faith,
and the Sabians, and the Christians - all
who believe in God and the Last Day and
do righteous deeds - no fear need they
have, and neither shall they grieve.”
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ATTITUDE TOWARDS OTHER
RELIGIONS

Jews and Christians:
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§

Referred to as People of the Book

§

Intermarriage to a Jewish or Christian
woman

§

Food lawful

ATTITUDE TOWARDS OTHER
RELIGIONS

§

Specific reference to Jews:
Qur’an 4:162: “But as for those from among
them who are deeply rooted in knowledge, and
the believers who believe in that which has been
bestowed upon thee from on high as well as that
which was bestowed from on high before thee,
and those who are [especially] constant in
prayer, and spend in charity, and all who believe
in God and the Last Day - these it is unto whom
We shall grant a mighty reward.”
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ATTITUDE TOWARDS OTHER
RELIGIONS

§

Specific reference to Christians:
5:82 “… and thou wilt surely find that, of all
people, they who say, "Behold, we are
Christians," come closest to feeling
affection for those who believe [in this
divine writ]: this is so because there are
priests and monks among them, and
because these are not given to
arrogance.”
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TOP TEN REASONS WHY ISLAM
CONDEMNS TERRORISM:
A Guide for our Youth
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1. Islam Forbids Murder.
Terrorism most frequently takes the form of
murder. Murder is strictly forbidden in the Qur’an.
Qur’an 6:151 says, “and do not take any human
being's life-[the life] which God has declared to
be sacred - otherwise than in [the pursuit of]
justice”.
The exception “otherwise than in [the pursuit
of] justice” refers to a government’s ability to
impose capital punishment for certain crimes
after due process of law.
The murder of a single human being is compared
in the Qur’an as being as grave and weighty as
the murder of all mankind (5:32)
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2. Islam Forbids Compulsion in Religion.
If the motive for terrorism is
religious (e.g., Boko Haram), it is
forbidden in the Qur’an to attempt
to impose Islam on other people:
“There shall be no coercion in
matters of faith. Distinct has now
become the right way from [the
way of] error…” (2:256).
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3. Islam Forbids Aggressive Warfare.
The Quran says, “But if (those who have
broken their treaty with you and have
aggressed against you) incline to peace,
incline thou to it as well, and place thy
trust in God: verily, He alone is allhearing, all-knowing!” (8:61)
Quran 2:190 also says, “And fight in
God's cause against those who wage war
against you, but do not commit
aggression-for, verily, God does not love
aggressors.”
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4. Islam Forbids Surprise Initiation of War.
As a further inhibition to aggressive war,
Muslim leaders must give the enemy fair
warning that war is imminent. In one
incident, the Qur’an imposed a 4-month
notice (9:1-15).
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5. War Cannot Be Declared Except by a
Government After Mutual
Consultation.
According to Islamic law, not just
any one person or any group can
declare or launch a war. This is the
prerogative of the duly constituted
leadership of the Muslim
government in mutual consultation
with Islamically knowledgeable
representatives.
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6. Islam Forbids the Killing of Innocent Noncombatants.
Abu Bakr, the first Caliph, included these
instructions to his armies:
“I instruct you in ten matters: Do not kill
women, children, the old, or the infirm; …
do not destroy any town . . . ” (Malik’s
Muwatta’, “Kitab al-Jihad.”).
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7. Terrorism is hirabah, not jihad.
Terrorism is not to be confused with nor can it be
called jihad. Jihad, when discussed in the form of
communal armed fighting (as opposed to the
individual struggle to resist evil and do good), is
subject to the conditions laid out above regarding
forbidding aggression, declaration by a
government and forbidding killing of innocents.
Terrorism under Islamic law is called hirabah,
which is any illicit use of fear and coercion in
public spaces for money or power, and is
forbidden. Islamic law equates hirabah with
brigandage and highway robbery and it is
potentially a capital crime under Islamic law.
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8. Islam Forbids Returning Evil With Evil.
The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) counseled doing
good to those who harm you and commanded,
“Do not be people without minds of your own,
saying that if others treat you well you will treat
them well, and that if they do wrong you will do
wrong to them. Instead, accustom yourselves to
do good if people do good and not to do wrong
(even) if they do evil.” (Al-Tirmidhi)
In other words, there is no Islamic justification
for a Muslim to commit an act of terrorism or any
other evil act in return for a real or perceived act
of evil done against him or her or others.
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9. Islam Warns Against Acting Out of
Hatred.
The Qur’an demands of believers
that they exercise justice toward
people even where they have
reason to be angry with them:
“And do not let the hatred of a
people prevent you from being just.
Be just; that is nearer to
righteousness.” (5:8)
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10. Islam Requires Protection of the People of the Book.
The Quran does not preach violence against
Jews and Christians. In fact, the Jewish prophets
and John and Jesus, son of Mary, (peace be upon
all of them) are honored in the Qur’an. Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) in his charter of rights to St.
Catherine’s Monastery in Egypt in 628 C.E. made
eternal and universal promises to protect
Christians and their rights. In another saying the
Prophet (pbuh) said, “He (i.e., a Muslim) who
wrongs a Jew or a Christian will have myself as
his accuser on the Day of Judgment." (Al-Bukhari)
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VII.

CONCLUSION

Islam
§

AJQ

Voluntary and knowing submission to
the will of God in order to achieve inward
and outward peace

